CITY  OF  OXFORD 


Annual  Report 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 

for  the  years 
1941  and  1942 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  interim  reports  for  the  years  1941  and 
1942. 

The  years  under  review  were  very  satisfactory  from  the  health  point 
of  view.  The  evacuation  problem  diminished  considerably  in  1941,  and 
the  major  problem  of  the  Majestic  Rest  Centre  was  solved  by  transferring 
the  evacuees  to  other  towns  where  it  was  possible  to  billet  them. 

The  birth  rates  did  not  reach  the  high  level  of  1940,  but  the  figures 
of  14.32,  and  14.15  for  1941  and  1942  respectively  were  above  the  average 
for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  most  satisfactory  in  both  years, 
being  34.25  and  33.50  respectively. 

The  Death  Rate  in  1942  was  the  second  lowest  recorded.  The 
record  lowest  rate  being  9.27  in  1938. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  remain  about  150  per  annum,  but  the  age 
of  death  appears  to  be  lower  on  the  whole.  The  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  showed  a  considerable  increase,  the  figures  being  48  in  1941, 
and  58  in  1942. 

The  considerable  volume  of  work  done  by  the  Health  Visitors  and 
Medical  Staif  will  be  noted  by  reference  to  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Section. 

The  lack  of  hospital  beds  both  for  acute  and  chronic  sick  is  a  con¬ 
tinual  source  of  anxiety,  and  on  several  occasions  during  the  year  under 
review  it  has  been  necessary  to  overflow  into  the  Emergency  Medical 
Service  beds.  Lack  of  domestic  help  in  the  home  has  undoubtedly  created 
a  big  problem  amongst  the  aged  and  infirm  in  all  walks  of  life,  and  ac¬ 
counts  to  a  considerable  extent  for  the  crowding  of  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  the  Slade  has  been  of  inestimable  value, 
and  has  been  used  for  Army  patients  for  a  considerable  area  round  Oxford. 

1941  saw  the  start  of  the  War-time  Nurseries  with  the  conversion 
of  Jesus  College  Cricket  Pavilion,  and  the  taking  over  of  Singletree  and 
Headington  Voluntary  Nurseries  by  the  City.  It  is  a  joy  to  visit  these 
nurseries  and  see  how  much  they  are  appreciated  by  the  mothers  and 
children  alike. 

I  desire  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  during  these  difficult  years. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  WILLIAMS, 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  OXFORD  DURING  1941 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year 

Uncor- 

rected 

No 

1 

2 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

957 

1922 

982 

1923 

997 

1924 

1052 

1925 

1079 

1926 

1072 

1927 

1079 

1928 

1162 

1929 

1265 

1930 

1380 

1931 

1427 

1932 

1397 

1933 

1460 

1934 

1578 

1935 

1748 

1936 

1787 

1937 

1779 

1938 

1867 

1939 

1966 

1940 

2417 

1941 

3144 

Transferable 

Births 

Total  Deaths 

Deaths 

Registered 

- ■  ~  - 

in  the 

of  Non- 

of  Resi- 

District 

residents 

dents  not 

Nett 

registered  registered 

' 

in  the  j 

in  the 

No 

Rate 

No 

Rate 

District  j 

District 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1013 

19.05 

747 

14.05 

102 

42 

1026 

19.16 

672 

12.55 

91 

-  41 

951 

17.62 

703 

13.03 

87 

22 

911 

16.8 

755 

13.89 

133 

30 

865 

15.79 

777 

14.19 

142 

37 

881 

15.97 

697 

12.64 

166 

78 

656 

11.08 

756 

14.23 

150 

104 

700 

12.62 

987 

19.94 

204 

94 

796 

13.25 

714 

12.38 

117 

89 

1083 

18.06 

635 

10.59 

93 

69 

929 

16.47 

681 

12.07 

124 

42 

902 

15.96 

812 

14.37 

153 

62 

876 

15.39 

699 

12.28 

157 

49 

878 

15.30 

826 

14.42 

163 

21 

882 

15.45 

815 

14.27 

190 

50 

852 

15.00 

813 

14.31 

194 

69 

848 

14.86 

847 

14.84 

194 

71 

836 

13.75 

766 

12.59 

204 

73 

1017 

14.37 

1082 

15.30 

216 

52 

1159 

15.66 

966 

13.08 

211 

48 

1216 

15.04 

1005 

12.48 

195 

57 

1114 

13.71 

1054 

12.97 

212 

49 

1140 

13.67 

1086 

13.02 

220 

59 

1200 

13.98 

1104 

12.87 

280 

42 

1344 

15.24 

1130 

12.81 

289 

52 

1379 

15.30 

1153 

12.79 

299 

62 

1343 

14.53 

1193 

12.90 

297 

57 

1438 

15.28 

1128 

12.00 

300 

44 

1340 

14.02 

1248 

13.97 

397 

55 

1401 

14.51 

1608 

16.65 

484 

j  79 

1506 

14.09 

1584 

14.82 

520 

64 

» 

Net  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District 


Under  1  year 

At  all  ages 

1 

No 

9 

Rate  per 
1000 
Nett 
Births 
10 

No 

11 

Rate 

12 

109 

107.6 

687 

12.92 

71 

69.2 

622 

11.61 

79 

83.07 

638 

11.82 

66 

72.4 

652 

11.99 

62 

71.6 

672 

12.27 

59 

66.9 

609 

11.04 

57 

86.9 

710 

13.37 

44 

62.8 

877 

17.71 

47 

59.0 

686 

11.89 

60 

55.4 

611 

10.19 

34 

36.6 

598 

10.63 

54 

59.8 

721 

12.75 

39 

44.5 

594 

10.43 

46 

52.4 

685 

11.94 

44 

49.88 

677 

11.85 

51 

59.8 

691 

12.16 

40 

47.17 

743 

13.02 

32 

38.27 

634 

10.44 

65 

63.91 

918 

13.00 

47 

40.55 

803 

10.87 

54 

44.4 

867 

10.76 

69 

62.94 

891 

10.96 

37 

32.46 

925 

11.09 

54 

45.00 

866 

10.09 

41 

30.51 

893 

10.12 

62 

44.96 

916 

10.16 

49 

36.48 

953 

10.31 

51 

35.47 

872 

9.27 

31 

22.68 

906 

9.87 

62 

40.39 

1203 

12.45 

57 

34.25 

1136 

1 

10.63 

City  extended  1st  April,  1929. 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (Acres): — Old  City,  4719.  Extended  City,  8,438. 

Rateable  Value  1939,  £937,675.  1941,  £984,900. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  1941,  £3,981. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1941),  23,895. 

Total  cost  of  all  Public  Health  Services  (1941),  £88,126  gross;  £67,479  net. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics.  1941. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births  • 

Legitimate 

1426 

715 

711 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
•  the  estimated  resident 

Illegitimate 

80 

39 

41 

population,  14.09. 

Stillbirths 

•  •  •  • 

53 

26 

27 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  stillbirths),  34.00. 

Deaths 

•  •  •  • 

1136 

t 

555 

581 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 

population,  10.63. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes —  Rate  per  1,000  total  [live  and 

Deaths  still  births) 


Puerperal  Sepsis  1 

Other  Puerperal  causes  1 


.64 

.64 


2 


1.28 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (1941),  34.25. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  163 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . .  . .  . .  6 


♦ 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN 
THE  CITY  OF  OXFORD  DURING  1941. 

(Table  of  Registrar  General) 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65- 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

1136 

57 

28 

10 

124 

249 

668 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Measles  .  . 

2 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

— — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Influenza 

17 

1 

I 

— 

3 

2 

10 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica .  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

48 

1 

— 

— 

27 

17 

3 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

9 

— 

3 

— 

5 

— 

1 

11 

Acute  polio-mvelitis  and  polio¬ 
encephalitis 

1 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

12 

Syphilis  .  . 

10 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

13 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 
tabes  dorsalis  .  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

163 

— 

2 

— 

12 

54 

95 

15 

Diabetes  .  . 

9 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

6 

16 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .  . 

125 

— 

— 

— 

4 

25 

96 

17 

Heart  disease 

291 

— 

— 

— 

11 

45 

235 

18 

Aneurvsm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

24 

19 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Bronchitis 

71 

2 

1 

— 

3 

16 

49 

21 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  . 

55 

7 

4 

— 

5 

16 

23 

22 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

13 

1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

5 

23 

Peptic  ulcer  of  stomach  or  duo¬ 
denum  .  . 

21 

_ 

— 

— 

3 

11 

7 

24 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  .  . 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25 

Appendicitis 

9 

— 

1 

1 

4 

2 

26 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

33 

— 

4 

1 

2 

8 

18 

29 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  .  . 

30 

— 

• — 

— 

3 

7 

20 

30 

Puerperal  sepsis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

31 

Other  puerperal  causes .  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

*' 

32 

Congenital  debility,  premature 
birth,  malformations,  etc. 

34 

30 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

33 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

18 

— 

4 

1 

8 

3 

2 

34 

Suicide  .  . 

9 

— 

— 

1 

3 

5 

1 

35 

Other  violence  .  . 

19 

1 

2 

7 

7 

1 

36 

Other  defined  diseases  .  . 

103 

5 

2 

1 

14 

13 

68 

37 

Causes  ill-defined,  or  unknown 

The  Deaths  of  Oxford  Residents  registered  away  from  Oxford  are 
included  in,  and  the  deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  Oxford  are 
excluded  from,  the  Oxford  net  deaths. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  Cancer  by  age  distribution: 


1941 


All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

6- 

16- 

46- 

66- 

Male 

82 

— 

1 

— 

6 

28 

47 

Female 

81 

— 

1 

— 

6 

26 

48 

Total 

163 

— • 

2 

— 

12 

64 

96 

«> 

Analysis  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  1941  according  to  the  site  of  the 
disease : 


MA 

LE 

FEM 

ALE 

Ages 

0- 

\ 

1- 

5- 

16- 

45- 

66- 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65- 

Buccal  Cavity  and 

Oesophagus  (M)  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Uterus  (F) 

— 

— 

3 

6 

Stomach  &  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

8 

Breast 

2 

6 

13 

All  other  sites .  . 

— 

1 

— 

5 

19 

35 

— 

1 

— 

3 

9 

21 

Total  .  .  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

6 

i 

28 

47 

— 

1 

— 

6 

26 

48 
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SECTION  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Since  November  1st,  1940,  all  Public  Health  Laboratory  investiga¬ 
tions  are  done  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 
A  central  laboratory  of  this  Service  is  housed  in  Oxford  in  the  School  of 
Pathology,  which  is  situated  in  South  Parks  Road.  (Telephone  No. 
Oxford  47884.) 

2.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

No  change. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  change. 

4.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

No  change. 

5.  Poor  Law  Medical  Out  Relief. 

No  change. 

6.  Midwives. 

No  change. 

7.  Hospitals— Public  and  Voluntary. 

No  change. 

8.  Ophthalmic  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics. 

Diseases  of  the  Eyes  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  are  treated  at  the 
Eye  Hospital,  Walton  Street,  and  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  respectively. 
Children  are  recommended  for  treatment  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

9.  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  1941. 

Registration. 

New  Cases 
Inward  Transfers 
Outward  Transfers 
Deaths 

The  number  of  blind  persons 


Male 

5 

1 

2 

4 


Female 

8 

4 

3 

6 


in  the  City  registered  under  the  Blind 
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Persons  Act,  1920,  with  the  age  and  incidence  of  blindness,  is  shown  by 
the  following  tables: — 

REGISTRATION. 

December  31st,  1941. 


\j  !  -  > 

Domiciliary  Assistance  to  Unemployable  Blind  Persons. 

In  January  1941,  grants  were  made  to  bring  incomes  of  unemployable 
blind  persons  up  to  29/6  weekly.  In  August  a  new  scale  was  adopted, 
based  on  a  system  of  points,  regulated  by  the  cost  of  living  figures. 

Domiciliary  Assistance  to  Other  Blind  Persons. 

During  1941  allowances  to  dependents  of  unemployable  blind  per¬ 
sons  were  paid  as  follows: — 

Adults  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/-  per  week. 

1st  Child  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6/6  ,,  ,, 

2nd  Child  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5/6  ,,  ,, 

Others  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  4/6  ,,  ,, 

On  December  31st,  1941,  the  number  of  unemployable  blind  persons 
receiving  grants  was  91.  There  were  17  dependents. 

Social  Centres. 

The  monthly  Social  meetings  were  discontinued  in  September  1939. 
In  the  summer  of  1941,  day  excursions  by  river  steamer  were  arranged. 
Lunch  and  tea  were  provided  The  outings  were  well  attended  by  the 
Blind  of  the  City. 


Age  period 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0—5 

5—16 

— 

— 

— 

16—21 

3 

— 

3 

21—40 

12 

8 

20 

40—50 

11 

8 

19 

50—60 

20 

23 

43 

60—70 

4 

4 

8 

70— 

24 

32 

56 

Totals 

74 

75 

149 

AGE  INCIDENCE. 


December  31st,  1941. 


Age  period 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0—1 

10 

8 

18 

1—5 

1 

3 

4 

5—10 

3 

4 

7 

10—20 

9 

3 

12 

20—30 

8 

6 

14 

30—40 

8 

9 

17 

40—50 

11 

5 

16 

50—60 

8 

9 

17 

60—70 

5 

12 

17 

70— 

9 

15 

24 

Unknown 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

74 

75 

149 
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REPORT  BY  MISS  M.  R.  H.  BUCK. 

Senior  Mental  Health  Visitor, 

1941. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts  1913,  1927. 

Mental  Treatment  Act  1930. 

Registration. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  added  to  the  register: — 
Mental  Deficiency  ..  ••  22 

Mental  Treatment  .  .  .  .  •  •  37 

Educational  Clinic  .  .  . .  •  •  253 

Training. 

There  are  42  names  on  the  books  of  the  Occupation  Centre  of  whom 
37  are  under  Statutory  Supervision. 

Supervision. 

There  are  134  cases  under  Statutory  Supervision,  and  126  under 
Voluntary  Supervision. 

Institutional  Care. 

There  are  177  cases  in  Institutions  (86  males  and  91  females).  32 
Patients  are  on  licence  (19  males  and  13  females).  All  of  these  are  in 
regular  employment. 

Of  the  177  cases  at  present  in  institutions,  95  are  at  Borocourt. 

Further  transfers  to  Borocourt  will  be  made  during  the  next  year 
but  the  Joint  Board  have  not  yet  been  able  to  provide  accommodation 
for  patients  under  the  age  of  16  years.  There  are,  therefore,  still  a  large 
number  of  patients  who  cannot  be  tiansferied. 

Guardianship. 

There  are  17  cases  under  guardianship.  (5  males  and  12  females). 

Notifications  from  the  Education  Committee. 

9  new  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  and  have  been  placed 
under  Statutory  Supervision  (5  boys  and  4  girls). 

Mental  Treatment  Act.  .  , 

By  arrangement  with  the  London  Training  Group,  Miss  Horder  has 
been  attending  the  Radcliffe  Out-Patient  Clinic  and  visiting  patients  as 
requested  by  the  doctors.  37  new  cases  have  been  refened  to  her. 
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SECTION  III 

PREVALENCE,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 


Smallpox. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  in  Oxford  during  1941. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

219  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  1941.  38  per  cent 

of  the  cases  being  in  the  5 — 10  age  group,  12  per  cent  in  the  10 — 15, 
and  15  per  cent  in  the  20 — 35  age  group.  This  shows  an  unusually  large 
number  of  young  adults,  mainly  undergraduates,  doctors  and  nurses,  and 
soldiers. 

Measles. 

The  notification  of  measles  for  the  year  was  1465.  Of  these  1241  were 
children  of  school  age  or  under.  There  were  two  deaths,  one  male  in  the 
0—1  age  group,  and  one  female  in  the  1 — 5  age  group. 

Whooping  Cough. 

997  cases  were  notified,  against  61  in  1940.,  3  deaths,  2  male  in  the 
0 — 1  age  group,  and  1  female  in  the  same  age  group. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

28  cases  notified  in  1941  as  against  54  in  1940.  There  were  three 
deaths,  1  male  in  the  15 — 45  age  group,  1  female  5 — 45,  and  one  female 
65  and  over.  13  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  Cowley  and  Ifiley  Ward. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever. 

Six  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  no  deaths  occurred. 

Diphtheria. 

35  cases  were  notified  during  1941 .  The  number  of  cases  is  remarkably 
constant,  the  figures  for  1939  and  1940  being  35  and  32  respectively.  The 
cases  were  scattered  more  or  less  evenly  throughout  the  City.  There  were 
2  deaths,  1  male  and  1  female  both  in  the  5—15  age  group. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

There  was  an  intensive  immunisation  campaign,  the  results  of  which 
are  likely  to  be  apparent  in  the  improved  incidence  and  death  rate  for 
subsequent  years. 
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Poliomyelitis  and  Encephalitis. 

There  was  a  mild  outbreak  of  this  disease  during  1941,  28  cases  were 
notified,  but  only  one  death  occurred  in  a  female  in  the  5—15  age  group. 

f 

The  following  is  a  short  report  on  the  outbreak 

Between  the  weeks  ending  26.7.41  and  13.12.41,  28  cases  of  A.P.M. 
were  notified,  of  which  23  were  admitted  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Incidence  during  those  21  weeks  was  as  follows: 


1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

The  Age  groups  affected  being:  Under  5  years  3 

5 — 15  years  20 

Over  15  years  5 

12  boys  and  11  girls. 

Conditions  of  patients  on  discharge  was  as  follows : 

patients 

(a)  No  symptoms,  but  recommended  to  attend  orthopaedic 

Out-patients  for  observation  . .  .  .  . .  •  •  12 

(, b )  Some  muscular  weakness,  no  appliance  .  .  .  .  6 

(c)  Some  muscular  weakness,  appliance  fitted  before  dis¬ 
charge  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

(d)  Transferred  to  the  Wingfield  Morris  Orthopaedic  Hos¬ 
pital  for  inpatient  treatment  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  1 

(e)  Complete  paralysis  in  one  leg  (paralysed  before  ad- 

'  '  j 

mission)  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

( / )  Died  two  days  after  admission . .  1 

As  regards  specific  drug  treatment,  nine  of  the  patients  received 
sulphonamide  therapy  (M.  .&  B.  693)  with  negative  results.  Five  patients 
received  Pot.  Chlorate  by  mouth  (10—40  gr.  daily  for  5—6  days),  and 
nasal  instillations  daily  of  2  per  cent  solution  of  Pot.  Chlor.  The  results 
of  this  treatment  were  promising,  but  too  few  in  number  to  be  significant. 

The  Iron  Lung  was  used  in  two  cases.  In  the  first,  a  County  case, 
not  included  in  this  series,  the  patient  remained  in  the  respirator  for  three 
days,  and  was  markedly  benefitted,  making  good  recovery  of  her  inter¬ 
costal  muscles,  despite  widespread  paralysis  elsewhere.  The  other  patient 
was  the  boy  who  died  two  days  after  admission.  He  had  a  very  severe  and 
widespread  infection,  and  although  the  Iron  Lung  helped  his  respiration, 
his  general  condition  rapidly  deteriorated. 

The  degree  of  severity  of  the  disease  was  very  variable.  Of  those 
affected,  paresis  or  paralysis  accounted  for: 

1  leg  in  two  cases :  1  arm  in  one  case :  face  in  one  case :  neck  in  one 
case:  abdominal  muscles  in  one  case:  and  I  arm  and  1  leg  in  one  case, 
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The  two  main  interesting  features  of  the  disease  are: — 

(a)  that  the  pathology  of  the  C.S.F.  bears  no  relation  to  the  severity 
or  course  of  the  disease;  clinically  typical  cases  of  A.P.M.,  with  paralysis 
etc.  would  show  a  C.S.F.  only  “suggestive”  of  A.P.M.,  while  clinically 
doubtful  cases  quite  frequently  had  C.S.F.  pathologically  typical  of  A.P.M. 

(b)  that  what  can  best  be  described  as  “temporarily  impaired  spinal 
flexion”  was  found  to  be  the  only  presenting  symptom  at  the  height  of 
the  disease  in  50  per  cent  of  our  cases.  These  cases  showed  varying  de¬ 
grees  of  (i)  Spinal  rigidity,  (ii)  Cervical  rigidity,  (iii)  positive  Kernig’s  Sign, 
(iv)  tight  hamstrings  which  together  produced  the  syndrome  of  impaired 
spinal  flexion. 

In  the  light  of  the  pathology  of  the  C.S.F.  we  assumed  these  cases  to 
be  abortive  cases  of  A.P.M. 


As  an  illustration  of  these  points  the  following  table  may  be  of  in¬ 
terest  : — 


Clinical  Features 

Normal 

Sugges¬ 

tive 

Typical 

Not  ex¬ 
amined 

Patho¬ 
logical 
but  not 
A.P.M. 

Impaired  Spinal  Flexion 

6 

1 

3 

1 

— 

Muscular  Tenderness  only 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Definite  Clinical  A.P.M. 

— 

2 

6 

1 

— 

?  A.P.M.  ?  Transverse'myelitis  .  . 

■ 

_____ 

■ 

— 

1 

Impairment  of  spinal  flexion  sometimes  continued  for  a  long  time, 

and  accounted  for  the  protracted  stay  in  hospital  in  those  cases  that  had 

never  shown  ail}/  muscular  weakness  or  paralysis.  It  may  be  noted,  in 

this  connection,  that  the  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  was  53  days: 

3  cases  were  discharged  more  than  three  months,  and  six  cases  after  less 

# » 

than  a  month  in  hospital. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  1941. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITALS  DURING  1941, 
showing  tables  of  admission  and  discharge,  etc. 


Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  admitted  to,  and  discharged  from  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year  1941. 
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31.12.40 

Admitted 
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In  Hospital 
31.12.41 

20 


The  greatest  number  of  patients  in  any  one  day  in  the  City  Isolation 
Hospital  was  58,  the  smallest  41,  and  the  average  number  49.12. 


Old  Isolation  Hospital. 


Scabies  and 
Impetigo 

Tuberculosis 

Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough 

In  Hospital 
31.12.40 

13 

11 

6 

Admitted 
during  1941 

563 

16 

29 

41 

Discharged 
during  1941 

554 

11 

35 

41 

Died  during 
1941 

8 

In  Hospital 
31.12.41 

22 

8 

— 

— 

The  greatest  number  in  on  any  day  was  51 
,,  smallest  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  33.4 

„  average  „  „  „  „  42.3 

« 

(b)  The  Smallpox  Hospital  remained  closed  throughout  the  year. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  from  other  Institutions. 

Scarlet  Fever.  20  cases  were  notified  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary. 
3  from  the  Osier  Pavilion,  4  from  Sunnyside,  and  1  from  the  London 
Road  Hospital. 

Diphtheria.  3  cases  were  notified  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  during 
1941. 

Erysipelas.  4  cases  were  notified  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  and  1  from 
Cowley  Road  Hospital. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  138  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  as 
follows :  5  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  93  from  the  Radcliffe  Mater¬ 
nity  Department,  25  from  Ruskin  College  Maternity  Home,  11  from 
Davenport  House  Maternity  Home,  and  4  from  Cowley  Road  Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  4  cases  were  notified  from  the  Radcliffe  Mater¬ 
nity  Department,  and  2  from  Davenport  House  Maternity  Home. 

Typhoid  Fever.  3  cases  were  notified  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary. 

Sonne  Dysentery.  11  cases  were  notified  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary, 
1  from  the  Wingfield,  and  3  from  Sunnyside. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  16  cases  were  notified  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary. 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis.  2  of  the  27  notified  were  from  the  Radcliffe  Infir¬ 
mary. 

(1  case  of  Food  Poisoning  (Salmonella  Group)  was  notified  from  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary,  occurring  in  a  County  Patient;  and  1  case  of 
Undulant  Fever  notified,  in  respect  of  a  man  in  the  45 — 65  age  group, 
Headington  district). 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  Clinic  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary 
lines  as  last  year: — 

Patients  on  books,  January  1st 
New  applicants  for  treatment 
Transferred  from  other  Centres 


has  been  conducted  on  the  same 

1941 

.  309 

404 


715 


Ceased  to  attend  during  year: — 

(1)  After  completion  of  treatment  and  final  tests  of 
cure,  or  after  diagnosis  as  non-venereal 

(2)  Before  completion  of  treatment 

(3)  Transferred  to  other  Centres,  Institutions,  or  to 
care  of  private  practitioners 


187 

164 

69 


420 


Patients  on  books,  December  31st  .  •  •  •  *  •  -^95 

Of  the  404  new  cases,  133  were  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 
diseases. 


The  attendances  of  City  cases  since  1930  have  been  as  follows: — 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

6164 

5256 

4877 

5914 

3557 

3339 

4653 

5702 

4308 

3380 

3894 

5347 

8  patients  were  admitted  for  treatment  or  observation,  spending  230 
“in-patient”  days. 


VACCINATION. 

No  primary  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox)  Prevention  Regulations  1917. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL 

SPECIMENS. 

Specimens  examined  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  are  not  charged  on  a  fee-per-specimen  basis.  A  block  payment 
is  made  by  the  Council  to  cover  all  investigations  done  in  the  laboratory. 
The  effect  of  this,  so  far  as  the  medical  practitioner  is  concerned,  is  to  widen 
considerably  the  laboratory  services  available.  The  laboratory  are  willing 
to  exanine  any  specimens — throat  swabs,  post-natal  swabs,  faeces,  and 
blood  for  culture  or  agglutination.  There  are  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
laboratory  who  are  prepared,  in  co-operation  with  myself,  to  investigate 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  field. 

Specimens  of  a  purely  clinical  pathological  nature  are,  as  heretofore, 
examined  by  the  staff  of  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  and  are  charged  for 
on  a  fee-per-specimen  basis. 
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SECTION  IV 

* 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Details  of  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme  in  Oxford  will  be  found  in  the 
1938  Annual  Report. 

On  the  outbreak  of  War,  it  was  realised — (1)  that  there  was  likely 
to  be  a  greatly  increased  demand  for  the  in-patient  treatment  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  (2)  it  was  agreed  with  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  Authorities  to 
take  over  the  Sunnyside  Convalescent  Home  adjoining  the  Osier  Pavilion. 
This  gave  additional  accommodation  for  29  patients,  and  the  <extra  beds 
provided  have  enabled  us  to  admit  all  patients  with  no  waiting  period. 
The  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  at  the  new  Isolation  Hospital  was  closed  when 
the  Old  Isolation  Hospital  was  re-opened  and  the  original  Tuberculosis 
Hut  there  was  again  brought  into  use. 

The  accommodation  now  available  is  as  follows: — 

Osier  Pavilion  .  .  .  .  . .  •  •  . .  26  beds 

Sunnyside  . .  . .  .  .  •  •  •  .  •  •  29  ,, 

Old  Isolation  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9  ,, 

Wingfield-Morris  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  7  ,, 

Other  Institutions  as  required. 

The  provision  of  an  operating  theatre  and  other  developments  at  the 
Osier  Pavilion  for  surgical  treatment  of  tuberculous  patients,  which  was 
sanctioned  by  the  City  Council  immediately  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  War, 
has  unfortunately  been  held  up. 


Statistics. 

New  notifications — Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Deaths — Pulmonary  . .  .... 

Non-Pulmonary 

Notified  cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register  at  December  31st 
each  year — Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 
Attendances  at  the  Chest  Clinics 
X-rays 

(Patients  are  X-rayed  at  a  special  session  held  at  the  Osier 
Pavilion  on  Tuesdays  of  each  week,  by  appointment  only).  . 

Extra  Nourishment— the  number  of  patients  receiving  free 
milk  on  December  31st  each  year  was  . . 


1941 

113 

42 

48 

9 

334 

144 

1350 

329 
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NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY. 


1941. 


New  Cases 

Dec 

iths 

Age  Periods 

Pulm< 

jnary 

Non-Pulmonarv 

mt 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

i 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—1 

1—5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

5—10 

— 

1 

2 

7 

— 

— — 

- - 

10—15 

1 

- - 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— - 

3 

— 

I 

20—25 

9 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

25—35 

19 

15 

3 

5 

2 

10 

— 

1 

35—45 

15 

16 

5 

3 

6 

2 

— 

2 

45—55 

8 

3 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

55—65 

7 

1 

— 

— 

9 

2 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

3 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  . . 

65 

48 

16 

26 

25 

23 

2 

7 

HOSPITALS  AND  SANATORIA. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  who  received 
Institutional  treatment : — 


1941. 


/ 

Institution 

Notifie< 

i  Cases 

Observat 

ion  Cases 

Total 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Osier  Pavilion 

55 

4 

2 

5 

29 

31 

19 

38 

222 

City  Hospitals 

12 

12 

24 

Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  H. 

2 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Other  Hospitals 

6 

5 

1  " 

3 

■  ' 1 

■ 

1 

15 
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SECTION  V 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Report  by  Dr.  Mary  Fisher,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.M.S.A., 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Births. 

Registered  live  births 
Male 
Female 


1584 

1560 


Total 


3144 


Of  these  births,  154  were  illegitimate. 

Of  the  3144  births,  1468  were  Oxford  residents.  In  addition  38  births 
to  Oxford  residents  occurred  outside  the  City,  making  a  total  of  1506 
births  allocated  to  the  city. 

This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  14.09. 

(Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  14.2). 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  OCCURRING  IN  THE  CITY. 


(a)  According  to  Notifications. 


Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Notified  by  Midwives 

764 

11 

o 

Notified  by  Doctors 

85 

2 

Born  in  Institutions  and  Nursing  Homes 

2278 

92 

Totals 

3127 

105 

(b)  According  to  place  of  birth  (Registered  Births). 


Residents 

Non-Residents 

Born  in  Radcliffe  Infirmary  .  . 

Born  in  Radcliffe  Infirmary  Maternity 
Home  .  .  .  • 

Born  in  Public  Institutions: 

Cowley  Road  Hospital 

Emergency  Maternity  Home  .  . 

Born  in  Private  Nursing  Homes 

Born  in  private  houses  ... 

3 

491 

52 

54 

85 

783 

27 

616 

10 

876 

125 

22 

Totals  •  •  •  •  *  * 

«  • 

1468 

1676 

80  of  the  resident  births,  and  74  of  the  non-resident  were  illegitimate. 
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(c)  Registered  Births  in  Wards  (Oxford  Births). 


Ward 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Summertown  and  Wolvercote 

157 

2 

North  . 

69 

2 

West 

168 

8 

South 

101 

2 

East 

156 

6 

Headington 

387 

16 

Cowley  and  Iffiey  .  . 

430 

17 

Totals 

1468 

53 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Two  residents  and  4  non-residents  died  in  consequence  of  pregnancy 
or  childbirth. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  Oxford  (deaths  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births)  was  1.2  (England  and  Wales  2.23). 

Notes  on  Cases,  1941. 

(1)  Aged  29  years.  Died  of  septic  abortion  after  attempt  to  produce 
abortion  with  pills,  etc. 

(2)  Aged  35  years.  Died  of  heart  failure,  toxic  degeneration  of  liver 
associated  with  hydropofoetalis  and  toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  Admitted 
to  Radcliffe  Maternity  Home  as  emergency,  having  had  very  little  ante¬ 
natal  care  from  her  own  doctor. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  City’s  Maternity  Service  was  not  involved 
in  either  case. 


Domi- 

Mids. 

ciliary 

Midwives 

in  Inst. 

Totals 

1.  Total  number  of  Midwives  practising  at 

the  end  of  the  year  in  the  area  of  the  Local 
Authority : 

(a)  Employed  by  the  L.  Supervising  Au- 

thority  .  . 

6 

16 

22 

(b)  Normally  employed  by  other  L.S.A.s 
but  temporarily  working  in  the  area 

(c)  Employed  by  other  Welfare  Councils: 

5 

5 

(i)  Under  arrangements  made  with 
the  L.S.A.  in  pursuance  of  Section 

I  of  the  Midwives  Act  1936 

(ii)  Others 

(d)  Employed  by  Voluntary  Associations: 

— 

— 

— 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the 

L.S.A.  in  pursuance  of  Section  I 
of  the  Midwives  Act  1936.  .  .  .  . 

4 

4 

(ii)  Others 

4 

13 

17 

(<?)  I  n  private  practice 

4 

4 

8 

Totals 

13 

38 

56 
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Notification  to  Local  Supervising  Authority: 

The  midwife  must,  as  soon  as  possible,  send  notice  on  the  prescribed 
form  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority,  in  accordance  with  Rule  33  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board,  in  the  following  cases: — 


(a)  Medical  Help  (whenever  the  advice  of  a  registered  medical  prac¬ 
titioner  has  been  sought) 

244  notifications  of  the  calling  in  of  medical  help  were  received 
during  1941. 

198  referred  to  help  for  the  mother. 

t* 

46  ,,  ,,  ,,  for  the  child. 

The  reasons  given  were: — 

Mother. 


Ruptured  perineum  .  .  .  .  .  .  71 

Neo-nata]  distress,  ruptured  perineum  1 
Retained  placenta  and  ruptured 

perineum  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  1 

Retained  placenta  .  .  *  .  .  ■  •  3 

Post  partum  haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  2 

Post  partum  haemorrhage,  retained 
placenta  . .  .  •  •  •  •  •  2 

Post  partum  haemorrhage  and  ob¬ 
stetric  shock  . .  . .  2 

Fainting  turn  after  some  post  partum 
haemorrhage  .  .  •  •  •  •  1 

Post  partum  haemorrhage,  ruptured 
perineum  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  1 

Ante  partum  haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  6 

Pyrexia  .  .  •  •  •  •  .  .  16 

flushed  breast  .  .  .  .  2 

,,  and  toothache  .  .  . .  1 

Rise  of  temperature.  Vomiting  and 
oedema  of  newborn  .  .  .  .  1 

Rise  of  temperature,  threatened  mis¬ 
carriage  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Abdominal  pains  .  .  .  .  •  •  2 

Abdominal  pain.  Pain  right  leg, 
temperature  100°  .  .  .  .  •  •  1 

Weak  and  slow  pains  ..  .  . .  1 

Slow  progress  with  good  pains  •  . .  2 

Difficult  diagnosis  . .  . .  . .  1 


Cord  presenting  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Prolapsed  cord  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Baby  in  transverse  position  .  .  1 

Macerated  foetus  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Adherent  placenta  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Threatened  miscarriage  .  .  .  .  7 

Miscarriage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Stillbirth  B.B.A.  Retained  placenta  1 

For  anaesthetic  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

For  anaesthetic.  Adherent  placenta  1 

For  anaesthetic.  Manual  removal  .  .  1 

For  anaesthetic.  Eclampsia  .  .  1 

Eclampsia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Foetal  distress.  Delayed  2nd  stage  1 

Delayed  2nd  stage  .  .  .  .  15 

Delayed  3rd  stage  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Persistent  occipito  posterior  .  .  2 

Adbuminura  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

B.B.A.  1 

Painful  varicose  veins  .  .  .  .  4 

Painful  legs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Painful  breast  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

?  Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

?  Influenza  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Total  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  198 


Child. 


Discharging  eyes 
Melaena  neonatorum 
Baby  found  dead 
Death  of  twin 
Blueness  of  baby 
Breathing  very  distressed  » 
Dangerously  feeble  .  . 

Baby  with  six  toes  .  . 
Watery  blisters  on  legs 


28  Sore  buttocks.  Watery  blisters  .  .  1 

1  Skin  eruption  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

1  Premature  baby  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

1  Severe  cold  on  chest  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

5  Persistent  vomiting  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

1  Appearing  ill  when  visiting  .  .  .  .  1 

1  - 

1  Total  .  . .  46 


tF> 

(b)  Stillbirths.  11  notifications  were  received  from  midwives. 


(c)  Laying  out  the  dead,  in  all  cases  which  she  has  prepared  or  as¬ 
sisted  to  prepare  the  dead  for  burial. 

No  notifications  were  received. 
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(d)  Artificial  feeding.  87  notifications  were  received. 

(e)  Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection.  No  notifications  were  re¬ 
ceived  during  1941. 


Municipal  Midwives. 

Details  of  the  number  of  cases  attended  by  each  Municipal  Midwife 
and  the  one  independent  Midwife  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


4 

Mis¬ 

carriages 

As 

Midwife 

As 

Maternity 

Nurse 

Total 

A  . 

3 

79 

11 

90 

B  . 

— 

86 

6 

92 

C  . 

4 

64 

6 

70 

D  . 

- - 

64 

7 

61 

E  . 

— 

34 

8 

42 

F  (Relief)  . 

— 

8 

— 

8 

Independent  Midwife 

— 

68 

11 

79 

Totals  .  . 

7 

393 

49 

442 

Antenatal  care  of  cases  booked  as  midwives: — 

Attended  antenatal  clinic  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  383 

Attended  own  doctor  for  antenatal  care  . .  .  .  3 

Refused  to  attend  clinic  or  doctor  . .  . .  . .  7 


393 


Visits  paid  by  Municipal  Midwives  to  expectant  mothers:  2321. 


Visits  by  Health  Visitors,  1941. 

To  infants  under  1  year 
Children  between  1  and  2  years 
„  „  ,,  2  and  3  ,, 

„  „  „  3  and  4  „ 

,,  ,,  ,,  4  and  5  ,, 

Special  visits  to  sick  children  .  . 

Total  visits  to  children 


4969 

3823 

3384 


2^  i  o 


2007 

811 

17869 
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MATERNITY. 

(a)  Institutional  Accommodation. 

1.  Radcliffe  Maternity  Home. 

This  home  continues  to  carry  on  a  large  part  of  the  Maternity  work 
for  Oxford,  and  the  surrounding  district.  The  home  has  58  beds  (and 
11  Emergency  beds)  of  which  7  are  for  paying  patients,  and  8  for  ante 
natal  conditions. 

During  1941,  1313  patients  were  admitted.  There  were  1179  deliver¬ 
ies,  529  of  which  were  conducted  by  midwives,  and  334  by  doctors  and 
316  by  students. 


Attendances  at  the  Radcliffe  Maternity  Home  Antenatal  and  Postnatal 

Clinics  during  1941. 


First 

Attendances 

Re- 

Attendances 

Totals 

Antenatal  .  . 

1484 

8782 

10266 

Postnatal  .  . 

596 

561 

1157 

Totals  . 

2080 

9343 

11423 

2.  Cowley  Road  Hospital. 

This  hospital  serves  the  needs  of  pregnant  women  who  are  unable 
to  arrange  to  be  confined  at  home  and  who,  having  no  abnormalities,  have 
no  claim  on  the  Radcliffe  Maternity  Home. 

The  hospital  has  12  beds  (exclusive  of  isolation  and  labour  beds). 
During  the  year  71  maternity  cases  were  admitted.  60  deliveries  were 
made  by  midwives  and  7  by  doctors.  Of  the  remaining  4,  2  were  mis¬ 
carriages,  and  2  born  before  admission. 

3.  Private  Maternity  Homes. 

There  are  7  private  maternity  or  maternity  and  nursing  homes  in 
the  City,  providing  a  total  of  82  beds. 


(b)  Antenatal  Work. 

Attendances  at  the  Antenatal  Clinics,  1941. 


Clinics 

i 

First 

Attendances 

Re- 

Attendances 

Total 

At  tendance 

No.  of 
Sessions 

Average 

Attendance 

Headington 

137 

717 

854 

51 

16.75 

East  Oxford 

131 

677 

808 

oO 

1  6.16 

St.  Aldate’s 

74 

440 

514 

48 

10.71 

Donnington 

198 

879 

1077 

101 

.10.66 

Totals 

540 

2713 

3253 

250 

12.61 
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There  were  119  Postnatal  attendances  during  the  year  at  the  City 
Clinics. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  antenatal  clinics  in  1941 
show  an  increase  of  49  over  1940. 


Emergency  Obstetric  Service. 

During  1941  cases  attended  in  the  City  were  as  follows 


Retained  placenta 
Postpartum  haemorrhage 
Delayed  breech  delivery 


2  cases 
1  case 
1  case. 


Analysis  of  patients  requiring  special  attention,  1941. 


St. 

Aldate’s 

Head- 

ington 

Donn- 

ington 

East 

Oxford 

Total 

A.  Advice  given  at  Clinic  for : 

1.  Mild  Toxaemia 

3 

10 

)  4 

15 

32 

2.  Indigestion  .  . 

9 

14 

3 

8 

34 

3.  Anaemia 

2 

10 

4 

3 

19 

4.  Weak  muscles 

4 

6 

6 

5 

21 

5.  Sterility 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Varicose  veins 

8 

18 

16 

5 

47 

7.  Other  medical  conditions  .  . 

19 

38 

39 

23 

119 

8.  Gynaecological  conditions .  . 

— 

— 

8 

— 

8 

B.  Malpresentations  corrected 

15 

14 

20 

23 

72 

C.  Special  investigations: 

1.  Wasscrman  reaction 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2.  Bacteriological  examination 

of  urine 

3 

'  7 

5 

5 

20 

D.  Ref  erred  to  own  doctor : 

1.  Toxaemia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2.  Anaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Varicose  veins 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

4.  Obstetric  conditions 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5.  Gynaecological  conditions.  . 

— 

1 

1 

2 

6.  Urinary  infections  .  . 

2 

3 

6 

4 

.15 

7.  Other  medical  conditions  .  . 

3 

1 

4 

3 

11 

E.  Referred  to  Radchffe  Infir- 

mary 

1 

— 

2 

5 

8 

F.  Referred  to  R.I.  Maternity 
Home: 

1.  Toxaemia 

— 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2.  Obstetric  conditions 

2 

7 

10 

5 

24 

3.  Gynaecological  conditions.  . 

3 

4 

4 

4 

15 

4.  Other  medical  conditions  .  . 

— 

— 

o 

Li 

1 

3 

G.  Referred  to  Eye  Hospital  .  . 

— 

2 

1 

1 

4 

H.  Referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

— 

3 

— 

1 

4 

I.  Referred  to  Scabies  Clinic  .  . 

2 

1 

4 

2 

9 

J.  Referred  to  Municipal  B.C. 

Clinic 

1 

4 

— 

3 

8 

K.  Dental  treatment  advised  .  . 

31 

48 

43 

43 

165 

Ditto  carried  out  fully 

12 

16 

23 

24 

75 

Ditto  carried  out  partially  .  . 

4 

7 

6 

4 

21 

31 


End-Results,  1941. 


St. 

Aldate’s 

Head- 

ington 

Donn- 

ington 

East 

Oxford 

Total 

Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Normal  Delivery.. 

66 

105 

101 

99 

371 

Breech,  otherwise  normal 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Face,  otherwise  normal  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Twins,  otherwise  normal 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

Instrumental 

2 

5 

2 

1 

10 

Still-birth  breech .  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Premature,  otherwise  normal  .  . 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

Induced,  otherwise  normal 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Stillbirth,  induced 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Antepartum  haemorrhage,  other¬ 
wise  normal  .  . 

____ 

_ 

1 

1 

Stillbirths 

— 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Stillbirth  (monster) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Spontaneous  abortion 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Placenta  praevia,  Caesarian  section 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

' 

" 

Eclampsia.  . 

— 

— 

— 

. 

Manual  removal  of  placenta 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Carneous  mole 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Induced  twins 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Antepartum  haemorrhage,  ver¬ 
sion  and  breech  deliverv 

___ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Placenta  praevia,  stillbirth 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Not  pregnant 

2 

5 

2 

o 

4m 

1 1 

Left  district,  Result  unknown  .  . 

4 

11 

10 

5 

30 

82 

137 

125 

121 

46o 

■ 

Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  1941. 


Description  of 
Centre 

Number  on 
Books 

Total 

Attendances 

Number  of 
Sessions 

Average 

Attendance 

Headington 

Cowley 

E.  Oxford,  Friday 

Monday  . . 
New  Hinksey 

St.  Aldate’s 

Jericho 

Summertown 

St.  Francis’  Hall 
NewMarston 

Wolvercote 

Donnington.  Tuesday 
Thursday 

Totals 

685 

233 

126 

79 

126 

130 

155 
'  144 

219 

298 

117 

331 

1044 

4456 

2675 

2094 

1255 

2123 

2371 

2768 

1679 

1882 

4473 

1737 

5807 

104 

51 

51 

51 

52 

51 

52 

53 

51 

105 

51 

103 

42.85 

52.45 

41.06 

24.61 

40.83 

46.49 

50.92 

31.68 

34.94 

42.6 

34.06 

56.38 

3687 

33320 

775 

42.99 

Headington  (closed  in  Oc 
Donnington  (closed  in  1VL 

Eva 

tober) 

iv) 

CUEES 

979 

375 

41 

1  25 

| 

23.S8 

15.00 

32 


Infant  Consultation  Centre. 


Attendances  of  children  under  5,  1941. 


New  Cases  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

193 

Re-attendances 

334 

T  otcil  *  •  ••  •  •  ••  •  •  00  00 
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Hospital  Admissions. 

Admission  to  Hospital  of  children  under  5  years. 


Number 

Deaths 

Radcliffe  Infirmary 

441 

25 

Cowley  Road  Hospital 

131 

1 

Totals  ••  . .  ..  ..  .. 

572 

26 

Treatment  of  children  under  5  at  School  Clinics. 

166  children  made  266  attendances  under  the  arrangement  made  with 
the  Education  Committee,  whereby  children  under  5  can  obtain  treatment 
for  minor  ailments  at  the  School  Medical  Clinics. 


The  Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  at  the  various  ages  are  shown  in  the 

following  table. 


Cause  of  death 

WEEKS 

Total 

MONTHS 

Grand 

Total 

Died  in 
Insti- ' 
tutions 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

1- 

3- 

6- 

9-12 

Prematurity 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

9 

8 

Congenital  Malfor¬ 
mations 

5 

_ 

_ 

__ 

5 

3 

1 

9 

3 

Birth  Injuries 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

l 

— 

5 

4 

Other  diseases  pe¬ 
culiar  to  early 
childhood 

6 

1 

7 

7 

2 

Pneumonia 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

7 

2 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

5 

4 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Whooping  Gough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Violence  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Syphilis'  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined 
diseases 

1 

_ 

1 

__ 

2 

1 

2 

5 

3 

Other  respiratory 
diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

20 

9 

imi 

2 

— 

24 

13 

6 

9 

o 

57 

30 

33 


Infant  Deaths. 

125  Infants  under  one  year  died  in  Oxford  during  1941.  Of  these, 
68  were  non-residents  although  they  died  in  the  City.  The  number  of 
infant  deaths  is  therefore  57. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  =  34.25  (Eng  and  and  Wales  59). 

The  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  =  14.42  (England  and  Wales  59). 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  Infant  Deaths  and 
Stillbirths  in  the  Wards  of  the  City 


Ward 

Births 

Deaths 
under  1 
year 

Infant 
Mortality 
rate  per 
1,000  births 

Still¬ 

births 

Stillbirths 
rate  per 
1,000  live 
and  still¬ 
births 

Summertown  and 
Wolvercote 

157 

2 

12.74 

2 

12.58 

North  .  . 

69 

3 

43.48 

2 

28.17 

West 

168 

2 

11.9 

8 

45.45 

South  . 

101 

6 

59.41 

2 

19.42 

East 

156 

11 

70.51 

6 

37.04 

Headington  .  . 

387 

18 

46.51 

16 

29.17 

Cowley  and  Iffley 

430 

15 

34.88 

17 

38.03 

Totals 

1468 

57 

38.83 

• 

53 

34.85 

The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  in  Oxford  during  the  year  was  102, 
49  of  which  were  transferred  to  other  areas.  Four  Inward  Transfers  were 
received,  making  the  total  Oxford  stillbirths  53. 


The  stillbirth  rate  for  the  year,  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  was  34. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

t 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  4  notifications  were  received. 

Of  these  4,  3  were  treated  in  hospital, 

1  was  treated  at  home. 

Result  3  were  discharged  with  unimpaired  vision. 

1  removed  from  the  district. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  167  notifications  were  received,  and  157  of  the 

cases  were  treated  in  hospital. 

* 

The  large  number  of  patients  suffering  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  can  be 
explained  by  the  increased  number  of  admissions  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary 
Maternity  Home  of  patients  suffering  from  abnormalities. 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary  Maternity  Home  now  acts  as  the  Maternity 
Hospital  for  all  the  Emergency  Maternity  Homes  in  Oxford  and  the 
surrounding  district.  This  has  necessitated  a  reduction  in  the  admission 
of  normal  patients. 
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The  standard  of  pyrexia  used  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  Maternity 
Home  is  more  strict  than  that  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Any  patient 
showing  a  temperature  reaching  or  exceeding  100°  on  two  occasions, 
excluding  the  first  24  hours  after  delivery  is  regarded  as  abnornah  An 
investigation  into  the  cases  showed  no  evidence  of  any  common  factor 
in  the  Group. 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum.  No  case  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  187 — Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

7  Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes  are  registered  under  the  above  Act, 
with  an  accommodation  of  79  beds. 

The  following  hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes  are  exempted  from 
registration : — 

Radcliffe  Infirmary  and  County  Hospital. 

The  Oxford  Eye  Hospital. 

The  Acland  Home. 

St.  Basil’s  Home,  Iffley  Road. 

St.  John’s  Home,  St.  Mary’s  Road,  Cowley  Road. 

Nazareth  House,  Cowley  Road. 

The  Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

There  were  no  applications  for  registration  during  the  year  1941. 

Children  Act  1908  (Part  I),  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932  (Part  V) 
and  Public  Health  Act  1936,  Sections  206 — 221. 

The  12  Health  Visitors  are  appointed  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors 
under  these  Acts. 

At  the  end  of  1941,  43  foster  parents  and  50  children  were  on  the 
register. 

A  report  of  the  cases  is  presented  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  quarterly. 


BIRTH  CONTROL. 

A  clinic  to  give  contraceptive  advice  on  medical  grounds,  conducted 
by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  held  at  the  Radcliffe  In¬ 
firmary  at  5.30  p.m.  on  Mondays. 

During  1941  there  was  a  total  of  169  attendances,  32  being  first 
attendances  and  134  re-attendances, 
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Medical  Indications: 

Notified  Tuberculosis 

Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Poor  health  as  result  of  frequent  pregnancies 

Recent  toxaemia  of  pregnancy 

Varicose  veins  with  recent  phlebitis 

Anaemia 

Difficult  labours 

Fatal  congenital  disease  in  children 
Recent  toxaemia  and  breast  abscess 
Gynaecological  conditions 
Anxiety  neurosis  husband 
Repeated  abortions 
Venereal  disease 
Anxiety  neurosis  . . 


5 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

5 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
2 
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Follow  up  Scheme. 

Patients  are  told  to  return  if  any  difficulties  arise,  or  if  they  need 
fresh  supplies.  They  are  asked  to  report  in  any  case  every  three  months. 
Those  who  fail  to  do  so  are  visited  by  a  Health  Visitor,  or  in  some  instances 
letters  are  sent  to  them.  If  in  spite  of  this  they  fail  to  report  they  are 
discharged  from  the  clinic  after  due  warning  has  been  given  them. 

Source  of  Patients. 

General  Practitioners  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

Post  natal  clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

Osier  Pavilion  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

Radcliffe  Maternity  Home  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  3 

“Neurological”  clinic  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

32 

Free  appliances  =  £5  2s.  8 d.  (patients  below  free  milk  standard  of 
National  Milk  Scheme). 

* 

Reductions  in  price  ==  3/9|. 

Results. 

The  following  table  shows  the  condition  when  last  contacted  in  1941 
of  all  patients  who  have  attended  the  clinic  since  it  started  in  1935,  with 
the  exception  of  those  noted  in  previous  report$  to  be  no  longei  attending. 


/ 
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• 

1935 

1936 

Fir: 

1937 

st  seen 
1938 

in 

1939 

1940 

1941 

Total 

Not  pregnant,  method 

satisfactory  ,  . 

1 

3 

9 

4 

6 

18 

26 

67 

Pregnant  when  first  seen 

•  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pregnant 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

6 

Not  pregnant,  but  dis¬ 
charged  from  clinic : 
(a)  Failure  to  attend 

• 

regularly  .  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

(b)  No  longer  medical 

grounds  for  advice 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

.  (c)  Personal  reasons .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

(d)  Sterilized .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Left  District 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

Died 

— 

— 

f 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Of  the  6  “failures”,  5  patients  admitted  that  they  had  not  carried 
out  the  advice  given,  while  the  sixth  was  a  very  unreliable  character. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DENTAL  OFFICER. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Dental  Treatment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  of  the  dental  treatment  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  children  of  pre-school  age  for  1941. 

Mothers  were  referred  for  examination  and  treatment  by  the  Medical 
Officers  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres,  and  from  the 
Radcliffe  Maternity  Department. 

Children  not  yet  at  school  were  referred  by  the  Medical  Officers  and 
Health  Visitors,  or  brought  by  their  parents  for  advice  and  treatment. 
Those  under  five  attending  City  Elementary  Schools  were  inspected  and 
if  necessary  treated  under  the  School  Dental  Scheme 

Treatment  was  carried  out  on  Saturdays  morning  at  the  Clinics  at 
60  St.  Aldate’s,  Bury  Knowle,  and  Donnington. 


169  Attendances  .  .  .  •  513 

144  „  .  165 

117  . .  H3 


76 
88 

390 
679 

83 

198  Infants  ..  ..  22 

Local  or  general  anaesthetics  were  used  for  extractions. 

J.  F.  A.  SMYTH, 

Acting  Senior  Dental  Surgeon. 


Work  Done. 

Numbers  treated: 
Mothers 

Infants  on  Saturdays 
Infants  at  School 

Number  of  fillings: 
Temporary  teeth 
Permanent  teeth 

Number  of  extractions : 
Temporary  teeth 
Permanent  teeth 

Artificial  dentures  . . 
Other  operations: 
Mothers 
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SECTION  VI 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Report  by  STEWART  SWIFT,  M.B.E. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  comprises  Sections  VI,  VII 
and  VIII  of  this  Report,  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
District,  Housing  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food,  respec¬ 
tively. 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

During  1941  8  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from  wells  and  pumps 
and  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination. 

Four  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  four  un¬ 
satisfactory. 

(b)  Drainage<> 

The  following  drainage  work  was  carried  out  under  the  supervision 


of  the  Department :  1941 

Drains  examined  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Drains  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  26 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Premises  drained  to  sewer  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  — 

Soil  pipes  or  vent  shafts  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Interceptors  provided  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Inspection  chambers  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

/  Fresh  air  inlets  fixed  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Vent  shafts  provided  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

New  gullies  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Miscellaneous  drainage  items  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(c)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  work  was  carried  out: —  1941 

New  W.C.  basins  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

W.C.  cistern  or  fittings  repaired  . .  . .  . .  .  .  16 

W.C.  compartments  repaired  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

W.C.  compartments  rebuilt  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Miscellaneous  items  _  ...  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 
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(d)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 


(1)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections. 


The  following  inspections  were  made  by  the  sanitary  staff  to  the 
premises  detailed: — 


Nature  of  Inspection. 


No.  of  Visits. 


General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply 
Drainage 

Stables  and  Piggeries 
Offensive  Trades 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Common  Lodging-Houses 

Houses-let-in-Lodgings  . 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Outworkers 

Bakehouses 

Public  Conveniences 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  and  Licenced 
Premises 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Rats  and  Mice 
Smoke  Observations 
Shops 

Canal  Boats 
Interviews 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits . 


1941 

21 

237 

67 

6 

29 

3 
7 

69 

131 

4 
35 


3 

19 

6 

257 

8 

10 

401 

447 


Housing. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts: 

No.  of  houses  inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses .  . 
Under  Housing  Acts: 

No.  of  houses  inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  . . 
Overcrowding : 

No.  of  houses  inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  . . 
Verminous  Premises 
No.  of  houses  inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  . . 


No.  of  Visits . 

1941 


176 

804 

41 

171 


18 

90 

301 
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Nature  of  Inspection.  No.  of  Visit. 

Housing.  1941 

University  Lodgings  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  . .  . .  ....  87 

-  1391 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Total  Visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Visits  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of 

Food  (See  Section  V  for  details)  . .  . .  . .  1718 

Total  visits  paid  by  Sanitary  Staff  . .  . .  3110 

Government  Evacuation  Scheme: — 

Total  visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10051 


(2)  Number  of  Notices  Served. 

To  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal  of  conditions 
dangerous  to  health,  the  following  action  was  taken: — 

1941 


No.  of  informal  notices  served  .  .  . .  . .  89 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  . .  . .  77 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  8 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  . .  . .  7 


(3)  Complaints  Received. 

\ 

During  1941,  202  complaints  were  received  and  attended  to  relating 


to  the  following  matters: — 

Nature  of  Complaint.  No.  received. 

1941 

Choked  drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ...  1 

Defective  drains  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Defective  waterclosets  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Offensive  smells  ...  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

General  housing  defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Dampness  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Smoke  nuisance  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Noise  nuisance  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Dirty  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Verminous  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 


Carried  forward  . .  . .  . .  . .  123 
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Nature  of  Complaint. 

Brought  forward 
Keeping  of  animals 
Insect  pests 

Rats  and  mice  infestation 
Accumulation  of  refuse 
Dustbins  not  emptied  .  . 
Overcrowding 
Caravan  dwellers 
Request  to  call 
Miscellaneous 


No.  received. 

1941 

123 
..  2 
«  ..  3 

. .  40 

5 

2 

. .  15 

. .  12 


Total 


I 


•  • 


..  202 


Each  complaint  is  investigated  and  any  necessary  action  taken. 


(4)  Record  of  Nuisances  abated  and  Work  done. 

During  the  year  1941  the  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  or  work 
done  either  as  a  result  of  informal  or  statutory  action,  is  as  follows: 

1941 

i.  As  a  result  of  informal  notice  .  .  .  .  •  •  .  .  188 

ii.  As  a  result  of  statutory  action . 12 


Total 


. .  200 


(e)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Public  Health  Act  1936. 

No  action  during  the  year. 

(/)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

Factories  Act  1937. 

The  following  tables  show  the  inspections  of  factories,  workshops  and 
workplaces,  together  with  the  defects  found  and  remedied. 

/  " 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  . . 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers'  premises) 

1941 
j-  131 

1941 

}.* 

— 

Totals 

131 

4 

— 
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2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


,  v 

Number  of  defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

NUISANCES  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  ACTS:— 

1941 

1941 

Want  of  cleanliness.  . 

— 

— 

— 

,  ii 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Overcrowding 

•  •  .  •  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  ^ 

Accommodation  * 

'  insufficient 
unsuitable  or  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective 
not  separate 

_____ 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under 
Workshop  A 
Illegal  occupatio 

for  sexes 
the  Factory  and 
cts : — 

n  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  64) .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  and  offences  under  the  Sec¬ 
tions  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac¬ 
tories  and  Workshops  (Transfer 
of  Powers)  Order  1921). 

Totals  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Out-work  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  111. 


Nature  of  Work 

Instances 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu - 
tions 

Nil  ••  •  •  •  *  ••  •• 

Totals  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

During  the  year  5  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  <  f 
Factories  referring  to  defects  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


(g)  Houses-let-in-Lodgings. 

Byelaws  under  Section  6,  Housing  Act  1936. 

No  action  during  the  year. 

(h)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Byelaws  under  Section  240,  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

There  are  4  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  City,  2  in  High 
Street,  St.  Thomas',  the  Church  Army  Hostel,  and  2  Charles  Street, 
St.  Ebbe’s. 
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The  accommodation  available  is  as  follows: — 

No.  57  High  Street 
Nos.  65  and  66  High  Street 
Church  Army  Hostel 
2  Charles  Street 


No.  of  Beds. 

13 

13 

62 

42 


Total  number  of  beds  . .  . .  .  •  130 


The  whole  of  the  above  accommodation  is  for  males  and  there  are 
no  beds  available  in  the  City  for  females. 


(i)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  f 

Byelaws  under  Section  268,  ditto. 

No  action  during  the  year. 


(j)  Offensive  Trades. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Byelaws  under  Section  108,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

There  is  only  1  offensive  trade  carried  on  in  the  City,  being  a  tripe 
boiler.  In  general,  the  work  is  carried  on  without  nuisance. 

(k)  Canal  Boats. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Canal  Boats  Regulations. 

No  new  boats  were  registered  during  the  two  years  and  the  total 
number  on  the  register  remains  at  20. 


(/)  Rats  and  Mice. 

Rats  and  Mice  ( Destruction )  Act,  1919. 

During  1941  257  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  the  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice  and  rat  poison  and  baits  were  distributed  free  of  charge 
from  the  Public  Health  Department. 


(m)  Rag  Flock. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Acts  during  the  year  and  no  samples 
were  obtained. 

(n)  University  Lodgings. 

The  City  Council  entered  into  an  agreement  which  took  effect  from 
1st  April,  1936,  whereby  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  the 
Sanitary  Officer  to  the  University  Delegacy  of  Lodgings. 
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The  inspection  of  University  Lodgings  involves: — 

(a)  detailed  inspections  in  the  case  of  applications  for  licences 
(including  a  complete  test  of  the  drainage  system) ;  and 

(b)  an  annual  inspection  of  all  licenced  lodgings. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  personally  responsible  for  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  all  new  lodgings  but  the  annual  inspections  are  carried  out  by 
the  District  Sanitary  Inspector.  Reports  are  submitted  to  the  Controller 
of  Lodgings,  with  whom  very  close  co-operation  is  maintained  in  all 
aspects  of  the  work. 

During  1941  a  total  of  10  visits  were  paid  to  University  Lodgings. 

(o)  Shops. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

* 

Although  the  Chief  Constable  is  the  Inspector  under  the  Shops  Acts, 
the  City  Council  appointed  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  as  the  Inspector 
for  all  the  purposes  of  Section  10,  Shops  Act,  1934,  and,  also  for  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  relating  to  seats  for  female  shop 
assistants.  The  effect  of  this  arrangement  is  that  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  responsible  for  enforcing  the  whole  of  the  health  and  sanitary 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts. 

During  1941,  10  visits  were  paid  to  shops. 
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SECTION  VII 

HOUSING. 

Report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(A)  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year:— - 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:— 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing- 
Acts)  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 
1932  .  .  • 

\ 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy^of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service  of  formal 

notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in  conse¬ 
quents  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  77 

(B)  HOUSING  ADMINISTRATION. 

(1)  Individually  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  1941  the  following  work  was  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Staff,  details  of  which  appear  in  the  following 

table. 


Total 

1941 


217 

975 


41 

171 


98 


46 


,  DETAILS  OF  HOUSING  REPAIRS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1941. 


Number  con 

lpleted  after 

Nature  of  repairs 

Preliminary 

Notice 

Statutory 

Notice 

Housing 

1941 

1941 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

*1 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired  or  renewed .  . 

1 

1 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed  .  . 

2 

— 

Rainwater  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

— 

— 

External  Walls  repaired  or  repointed 

3 

2 

Window  and  Door  Sills  repaired  or  renewed 

— 

— 

Dampness  abated: — 
i.  repairs  to  roof 

1 

1 

ii.  repairs  to  gutters  or  rain  water  pipes 

2 

1 

iii.  repairs  to  external  walls 

— 

— 

iv.  waterproofing  of  internal  walls 

1 

1 

v.  D.P.C.  provided 

— 

— 

vi.  D.P.  plinth  provided  .  . 

— 

— 

Sub-Floor  Ventilation  provided 

— 

— 

Sub-Floor  Ventilators  repaired  or  renewed  .  . 

— — 

— 

Through  Ventilation  provided 

— 

— 

Permanent  Ventilation  provided 

— 

— 

Yard  or  Passage  Surface  paved  or  repaired 

1 

1 

Wall  Plaster  repaired  .  . 

1 

— 

Ceiling  Plaster  repaired 

1 

1 

Walls  cleansed  or  redecorated .  . 

2 

1 

Ceilings  cleansed  or  redecorated 

2 

2 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed .  . 

1 

1 

Sashcords  provided 

— 

— 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

— 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Firegrates  or  Ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

1 

New  Sinks  provided 

— 

— 

New  Sink  W.P.s  provided 

2 

2 

Separate  Water  Supply  provided 

— 

— 

Washing  Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

1 

Washhouses  rebuilt  or  repaired 

— 

— 

Washing  Accommodation  provided  .  . 

— 

— 

Ventilated  Food  Stores  provided 

— 

— 

Food  Stores  repaired  or  improved 

— 

— 

Refuse  Receptacles  provided  .  . 

— 

— 

Verminous  Rooms  disinfected .  . 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  Housing  items  .  . 

8 

6 

Totals 

35 

25 

(2)  Clearance  Areas. 

No  action  during  the  year. 

(3)  Re-development  Area. 

No  action  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  VIII 

4 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(A.)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Milk  ( Special  Designations )  Order,  1936. 

(1)  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  particulars  as  recorded  in  the 
registers  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1941. 


No.  of  persons  registered  as  cowkeepers  .  . 

•  •  •  « 

1941 

20 

No.  of  premises  used  as  cowsheds  .  . 

•  •  «  • 

37 

No.  of  cowkeepers  who  are  also  retailers  of  milk 

. . 

12 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  dairymen,  with  dairies 

. . 

70 

No.  of  shops  selling  bottled  milk  only 

. . 

12 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  retail  purveyors  of  milk, 
dairymen 

including 

•  •  •  • 

132 

During  1941,  the  following  visits  were  paid  to  dairy  premises: 
Cowsheds 

37 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  .  . 

•  #  •  • 

161 

Total  «.  .«  ••  ••  •• 

•  ♦  •  • 

198 

(2)  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

(a)  Tubercle  bacilli. 

During  1941,  4  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli;  1  or  25.00  per  cent,  gave  a  positive  result. 

Details  of  the  one  positive  result  was  forwarded  to  the  appropriate 
County  Council,  and  the  affected  cow  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  1938. 

(b)  Cleanliness. 

During  1941  16  samples  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
by  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  and  also  for  the  presence  of  coliform 
organisms. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  may  be  summarised  as  follows;— 


48 


% 


i.  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

The  standard  adopted  is  that  for  "Accredited”  milk,  viz.,  a  sample 
taken  at  any  date  from  the  1st  May  to  the  31st  October  is  regarded  as 
satisfying  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  for  the  presence  of  bacteria 
if  it  fails  to  decolourise  the  methylene  blue  in  4J  hours.  A  sample  taken 
at  any  date  from  the  1st  November  to  the  30th  April  is  regarded  as 
satisfying  the  test  if  it  fails  to  decolourise  the  methylene  blue  in  5  J  hours. 

13,  or  81.3  per  cent  of  the  samples  were  up  to  standard  and  3  or  18.7 
per  cent  below  it  in  1941. 


/ 


ii.  Coliform  Organisms. 

The  standard  adopted  is  that  for  "Accredited”  Milk,  viz.,  absence  of 
coliform  organisms  in  one-hundredth  of  a  millilitre. 

The  condition  of  the  samples  as  regards  coliform  organisms  was  as 
follows : — 


Coliform  organisms. 

Not  found  in  1  ml.  or  less 
Present  in  1  ml.  but  not  in  less 
Present  in  0.1  ml.  but  not  in  less 

Present  in  0.01  ml.  but  not  in  less 
Present  in  0.001  ml. 

Total 


Nos. 


1941 

6 

2 

2 

—  10 
2 
4 


6 

16 


It  will  be  seen  that  10  or  62.5  per  cent  were  up  to  standard,  6  or  37.5 
per  cent  below  it  in  1941. 


iii.  Summary  and  Remarks. 

During  1941,  16  separate  portions  of  non-graded  milk  were  examined. 
9,  or  56.3  per  cent  were  up  to  "Accredited”  standard  and  7,  or  43.7  per 
cent  below  such  standard. 

Of  the  7  unsatisfactory  samples,  2  were  below  standard  as  regards 
methylene  blue  only;  3  as  regards  coliform  organisms  only;  and  2  in  both 
respects. 


(3)  Graded  Milk. 

Milk  ( Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  during  the  year  1941. 
Licence  to  produce  "Tuberculin  Tested”  milk 
Licence  to  bottle  and  retail  "Tuberculin  Tested”  milk 
Licence  to  pasteurise  milk 

Supplementary  licences  to  retail  "Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)” 
milk  and  "Tuberculin  Tested” 

Licence  to  produce  "Accredited”  milk 


1 

9 

6 


3 
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During  the  years  1941  sample  of  Graded  milk  were  obtained  as 
follows : — 

*  t  , 

*  ‘Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)”  . .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  • 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  3 

“Accredited” 

“Pasteurised”  ...  ...  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••  ^ 

2  or  66.6  per  cent  of  the  samples  in  1941  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk 
were  up  to  the  prescribed  standard  and  1  or  33.4  per  cent  below  standard. 
The  sample  below  standard  was  unsatisfactory  as  regards  methylene  blue 
and  coliform  organisms. 

3  or  75.0  per  cent  of  the  samples  in  1941  of  “Pasteurised”  milk  were 
up  to  the  prescribed  standard  and  1  or  25.0  per  cent  below  standard. 
The  sample  below  standard  was  unsatisfactory  as  regards  total  bacterial 
count  only. 


(B.)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Public  Health  {Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

(1)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  following  figures  show  the  extent  of  the  work  of  Meat  Inspection 
for  the  years  1937 — 1941 : — 


Year 

Total  number  of 
animals  inspected. 

Total  number  of 
visits  in  connection 
with  meat  inspection 

1937 

29,846 

5,067 

1938 

28,201 

5,157 

1939 

29,526 

4,365 

1940 

81,988 

952 

1941 

70,322 

984 

The  following  summary  shows  the  work  done  under  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations  during  the  year  1941 » 
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No.  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses,  etc. 

No.  of  carcases  examined: — 

Bulls 

Bullocks 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Swine 


1941 

984 


222 

1,974 

2,484 

2,388 

7,246 

-  14,314 

29,153 

26,855 


Total 


70,322 


As  a  result  of  these  inspections,  various  diseased  or  unsound  con¬ 
ditions  were  discovered  as  detailed  in  the  following  tables.  The  amount 
of  tuberculosis  met  with  is  shown  in  Table  1  and  other  diseased  conditions 
in  Table  2.  Table  3  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the 
percentage  incidence  of  disease.  Table  4  shows  the  amount  of  meat  dealt 
with  on  account  of  decomposition. 


TABLE  1.  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS. 

1941. 


Portion  dealt  with 

Bo 

vines 

Pigs 

Totals 

Bovines  &  Pigs 

No. 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

No. 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

No. 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Entire  carcasses  and  all  organs 

79 

44,625 

24 

3,782 

103 

48,407 

Hindquarters 

10 

1,252 

2 

143 

12 

1,395 

Forequarters 

24 

3,386 

6 

207 

30 

3,593 

Portions  oi  Meat 

21 

811 

2 

31 

23 

842 

Heads 

392 

13,491 

824 

11,589 

1,216 

25,080 

Lungs 

615 

7,327 

60 

170 

675 

7,497 

Livers 

158 

2,442 

3 

12 

161 

2,454 

Stomachs 

14 

359 

— 

— 

14 

359 

Mesenteries 

— 

— 

2,256 

1,755 

2,256 

1,755 

Intestines 

10 

238 

— 

— 

10 

238 

Plucks 

5 

28 

79 

470 

84 

498 

Hearts 

28 

166 

— 

— 

28 

166 

Spleens  .  . 

39 

78 

— 

— 

39 

78 

Skirts 

54 

148 

— 

— 

54 

148 

Kidneys  . . 

12 

33 

— 

— 

12 

33 

Udders  .  . 

2 

48 

— 

— 

2 

48 

Totals 

« 

1,463 

74,432 

3,256 

18,159 

4,719 

92,591 

SWINE  SHEEP  I  BOVINES 
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TABLE  2.  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS.  1941 


Kind  of 
Animal 


A9 


Diseases,  etc. 


Abscesses  . . 
Actinomycosis 
Bruising 

Cavernus  Haemangioma 
Cirrhosis 
Cloudy  swelling 
Congestion  .  . 

Cysts  (all  types) 
Distomatosis 
Emaciation .  . 

Fatty  Degeneration 
Fevered 

Hydro-Nephrosis 
Immaturity 
Inflammation 
Johne’s  Disease 
Leugocythemia 
Mastitis 
Medicine  taint 
Melanosis  .  . 

Moribund  .  . 

Necrosis 
Nephritis 
Oedema 
Pericarditis.  . 

Peritonitis  .  . 

Pleurisy 
Pneumonia 
Pyaemia 
Septicaemia 
Tumour 


Abscesses  .  . 
Bruising,  etc. 
Cirrhosis 
Congestion  .  . 

Cysts  (all  types) 
Distomatosis 
Emaciation . 
Melanosis  . 
Moribund  . 
Necrosis 
Oedema 
Pericarditis . 
Peritonitis  . 
Pleurisy 
Pneumonia 
Strongylus  Rufescei 
Tumour 


Abscesses 
Bruising 
Cirrhosis 
Congestion 
Cysts 
Fevered 
Haematoma 
Immaturity 
Inflammation 
Moribund 
Necrosis 
Nephritis 
Pericarditis 
Peritonitis 
Pleurisy 
Pneumonia 
Swine  Fever 
Unwholesome 


Totals 


s 


Whole  car¬ 
cass  and 
all  organs 


No. 


14 

4 


lbs. 


12 

7 

1 


1 


11 


83 


4742 

1691 

219 


526 

901 

598 


302 

371 


1296 


438 

387 


36 

80 


504 


19 

56 

1006 


74 

615 


13861 


Fore¬ 

quarters 


No. 


lbs. 


Hind¬ 

quarters 


No.  lbs. 


232 


15 


15 


VI  eat 


No. 


3 

18 


232 


22 


lbs. 


29 

284 


Heads 


Lungs 


No. 


2 

38 


64 


20 

41 


79 

204 


69 


798 


lbs. 


46 

1316 


43 


No. 


15 

1 


1 

36 

4 


31 


1402 


9 

3 


12 


1 

13 


10 

10 


590 

1 


94 

187 


993 


lbs. 


201 

12 


6 

379 

42 


34 


124 

45 


Livers 


No. 


164 


117 

10 

4 


25 

914 


6 


2 

4 


13 


34 


5 

26 


34 

32 


4 

1 


73 

950 


Tongues 


Kidneys 


Plucks 


lbs. 


2527 


1974 

109 

68 


382 

7039 


119 


78 


6 

26 


202 


60 

20 


8 


146 

1898 


33 

1 


1662 

6 


278 

560 


79 

19 

3 
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3489  i  2488 


43 

1 


6 


237 

57 

9 


149 


15188 


No. 


lbs. 


44 

6 


No.  lbs.  i  No. 

i 


1 

11 


22 


10 


6 

22 


Abdomi¬ 

nal 

Viscera 


lbs. 


50 


4 

2 


10 


10 

4 

10 


10 


18 


28 


79 


13 


24 


No. 


10 

1 


1 

21 


lbs. 


90 

16 


25 


6 

114 


78 


146 


39 


292 


Offal 


No. 


lbs. 


13 


130 


11 


26 


Total  car¬ 
casses  and 
all  Organs 


No. 


199 

46 

23 

117 

10 

4 

1 

64 

918 

14 

6 

4 
1 

5 
11 

1 

1 

5 

2 

5 

3 

5 

11 

3 

2 

35 

9 

3 

3 

3 

1 


20 


lbs. 


2928 

1360 

550 

1974 

109 

68 

6 

773 

7081 

4742 

119 

1691 

6 

219 

143 

25 

526 

130 

901 

12 

598 

32 

22 

372 

11 

687 

124 

45 

60 

1296 

20 


171 


51 

155 

108 

430 

187 

560 

7 

615 

69 

758 

35723 
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TABLE  3.  CARCASSES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


1941. 


Cattle, 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

4,361 

1,365 

6,211 

26,909 

9,683 

Number  inspected 

4,361 

1,365 

6,211 

26,909 

9,683 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis'. 
Whole  carcasses  condemned  .  . 

7 

15 

12 

♦ 

22 

28 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

933 

427 

20 

1,003 

1,062 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

21.5% 

32.4% 

•5% 

3.8% 

11.2% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcasses  condemned  .  . 

30 

44 

5 

24 

Carcasses  of  winch  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

468 

361 

10 

— 

2,975 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

11.4% 

29.7% 

•  2% 

— 

31.0% 

TABLE  4.  DECOMPOSITION  OF  MEAT. 

1 


Quantity  dealt  with 

Weight 

lbs. 

English  : 

Beef 

% 

•  •  •  • 

1941 

389 

Mutton 

•  •  •  • 

51 

Pork 

. . 

355 

Swine  Heads 

•  •  •  • 

28 

„  Kidneys 

•  *  *  • 

7 

6 

,,  Livers 

•  •  »  • 

„  Offal 

•  •  •  • 

390 

,,  Plucks 

•  •  •  • 

93 

Imported: 

162 

Beef 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Swine  Livers 

•  •  •  • 

•  ♦  •  * 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

25 

Total 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

1,506 

From  the  Tables  it  will  be  seen  that  the  quantity  of  meat  dealt  with 
during  the  year  on  account  of  disease  or  decomposition,  was  as  follows : — 
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1941 


1.  Tuberculosis 

2.  Other  diseases 

3.  Decomposition 

This  consists  of : — 
English  Meat 
Imported  Meat 


lbs.  lbs. 

92,591 
35,723 
1,506 

-  129,820 

129,633 

187 

129,820 


It  was  not  necessary  to  seize  formally  any  meat  during  the  year  and 
no  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 


(2)  Other  Foods. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  various  food  shops  and  premises 
within  the  City,  together  with  visits  paid  to  each  during  1941: — 


Premises 

No. 

Visits  paid 

Butchers 

80 

1941 

31 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers 

25 

36 

Fruiterers  and  greengrocers  ,  . . 

81 

12 

Grocers 

79 

122 

Market  stalls,  carts,  etc.  . . 

60 

131 

Bakehouses 

39 

49 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

73 

171 

Cowsheds  . . 

37 

32 

Ice-Cream  premises 

33 

— 

Restaurants 

34 

18 

Cold  Store  . . 

I 

— 

Other  food  preparing  premises  . . 

20 

6 

Miscellaneous  visits 

— 

376 

Visits  re  sampling  . . 

— 

189 

Totals  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

562 

1,173 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections  the  following  food  stuffs  were  found 
to  be  unsound  and  were  destroyed: — 

1941 

lbs. 

Fish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  251 

Tinned  Meat  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  65 

Rabbits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ...  ..  . .  '  10 

Faggots .  6 

Poultry  . .  ...  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ...  519 


Total  ... 


851 
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.  .  i  ,  * 

(3)  Markets. 

There  are  two  markets  in  Oxford,  a  large  covered  permanent  market 
and  a  weekly  open  market  at  the  Oxpens  held  every  Wednesday. 

(4)  Slaughterhouses. 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  centralised  slaughtering  scheme  only 
3  slaughterhouses  are  now  in  use  in  the  city.  Ihese  are  subject  to  daily 
inspection,  and  several  improvements  have  been  effected. 


(C.)  ADULTERATION,  ETC. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Public  Health  ( Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. 

Public  Health  {Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. 

Public  Health  {Preservatives ,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations ,  1925—27. 

(1)  Food  Sampling  and  Analysis. 

Table  5  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the  samples  of  food  and 
drugs  obtained  during  the  year  1941  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulter¬ 
ation  Act),  1928,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  The  Table  also 
shows  the  result  of  the  analyses. 
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During  1941  19  Samples  of  Milk  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

The  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939,  lay  down  that  unless  milk  con¬ 
tains  a  minimum  of  3  per  cent  fat  and  8.5  per  cent  solids-not-fat,  it  shall, 
until  the  contrary  is  proved,  be  deemed  to  have  been  adulterated.  The 
average  percentage  composition  of  the  milk  examined  in  1941  is  as 

follows : — 

Milk  Solids- 

v  fat  not-fat 

per  cent  per  cent 

19  samples  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst  3.28  8.53 


Total 
solids 
per  cent 

11.81 


(2)  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929. 

No  action  taken  during  year. 

(3)  Condensed  and  Dried  Milk. 

No  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  Condensed  Milk  and  Dried 
Milk  Regulations  during  the  year. 


(4)  Cases  of  adulteration  and  action  taken. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  adulteration  found  and  the 
action  taken. 

1941. 


Infor¬ 

mal 


).  of 
nple 

Article 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Action  taken 

For¬ 

mal 

4 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of 

26.66% 

Warning  letter  sent 

6 

Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of 

30% 

Warning  fetter  sent 

7 

Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of 

20% . 

Warning  fetter  sent 

8 

Contains  4%  of  added  water  .  . 

Warning  letter  sent 

Q 

Deficient  in  solids  not  fat  to  the 

9  9 

extent  of  3.64% 

Warning  letter  sent 

10 

9  9 

Contains  10.35%  of  added  water 

Warning  letter  sent 

(D.)  MISCELLANEOUS. 

(1)  Merchandise  Marks  and  Orders. 

No  action  during  the  year. 

(2)  Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Act. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year, 


CIVITAS  OXONIENSIS 


CITY  OF  OXFORD 


Annual  Report 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year 

1942 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

Vital  Statistics,  etc .  » . .  5 

SECTION  I.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the 

,A.rea  ••  . .  ••  •  *  ••  ••  9 

SECTION  II.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in 

the  Area  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

SECTION  III.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infec¬ 
tious  and  other  Diseases.  .  ..  ..  12 

SECTION  IV.  Tuberculosis.  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  20 

SECTION  V.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . .  . .  22 

SECTION  VI.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  . .  34 

SECTION  VII.  Housing .  41 

SECTION  VIII.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  . .  n  43 


5 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  OXFORD  DURING  1942 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Births 

Total  Deaths 

Registered 

in  the 

Year 

District 

Uncor- 

Nett 

rected  - 

No 

No 

Rate 

No 

Rate 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1911 

1013 

19.05 

747 

14.05 

1912 

1026 

19.16 

672 

12.55 

1913 

951 

17.62 

703 

13.03 

1914 

911 

16.8 

755 

13.89 

1915 

865 

15.79 

777 

14.19 

1916 

881 

15.97 

697 

12.64 

1917 

656 

11.08 

756 

14.23 

1918 

700 

12.62 

987 

19.94 

1919 

796 

13.25 

714 

12.38 

1920 

1083 

18.06 

625 

10.59 

1921 

957 

929 

16.47 

681 

12.07 

1922 

982 

902 

15.96 

i  812 

14.37 

1923 

997 

876 

15.39 

1  699 

12.28 

1924 

1052 

878 

15.30 

826 

14.42 

1925 

1079 

882 

15.45 

815 

14.27 

1926 

1072 

852 

15.00 

813 

14.31 

1927 

1079 

848 

14.84 

847 

14.84 

1928 

1162 

836 

13.75 

766 

12.59 

1929 

1265 

1017 

14.37 

1082 

15.30 

1930 

1380 

1159 

15.66 

966 

13.08 

1931 

1427 

1216 

15.04 

1005 

12.48 

1932 

1397 

1114 

13.41 

1054 

12.97 

1933 

1460 

1140 

13.67 

1086 

13.03 

1934 

1578 

1200 

13.98 

1104 

12.87 

1935 

1748 

1344 

15.24 

1130 

12.81 

1936 

1787 

1376 

15.30 

1153 

12.79 

1937 

1779 

1343 

14.53 

1193 

12.90 

1938 

1867 

1438 

15.28 

1128 

12.00 

1939 

1966 

1340 

14.02 

1248 

13.97 

1940 

2417 

1401 

14.51 

1608 

16.65 

J941 

3144 

1506 

14.09 

1584 

14.82 

1942 

3124 

1612 

15.41 

1480 

14.15 

1 

Transfe 

Deat 

rable 

hs 

Net  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District 

of  Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District 

7 

of  Resi- 

Under  1  year 

At  all 

ages 

dents  not 
registered 
in  the 
District 

8 

1 

No 

9 

Rate  per 
1000 
Nett 
Births 
10 

No 

11 

Rate 

12 

102 

42 

100 

107.6 

687 

12.92 

91 

41 

71 

69.2 

622 

11.61 

87 

22 

79 

83.07 

638 

11.82 

133 

30 

66 

72.4 

652 

11.99 

142 

37 

62 

71.6 

672 

12.27 

166 

78 

59 

66.9 

609 

11.04 

150 

104 

57 

86.9 

710 

13.37 

204  . 

94 

44 

62.8 

877 

18.71 

117 

89 

47 

59.0 

686 

11.89 

93 

69 

60 

55.4 

611 

10.19 

124 

42 

34 

36.6 

598 

10.63 

153 

62 

54 

59.8 

721 

12.75 

157 

49 

39 

44.5 

594 

10.43 

163 

21 

46 

52.4 

685 

11.94 

190 

SO 

44 

49.88 

677 

11.85 

184 

69 

51 

59.8 

791 

12.16 

194 

71 

40 

47.17 

743 

13.02 

204 

73 

32 

38.27 

634 

10.44 

216 

52 

65 

63.91 

918 

13.00 

211 

48 

47 

40.55 

803 

10.87 

195 

57 

54 

44.4 

867 

10.76 

212 

49 

69 

62.94 

891 

10.96 

220 

59 

37 

32.46 

925 

11.09 

280 

42 

54 

45.00 

866 

10.09 

289 

52 

41 

30.51 

893 

10.12 

299 

62 

62 

44.96 

916 

10.16 

297 

57 

49 

36.48 

953 

10.31 

200 

44 

51 

35.47 

872 

9.27 

397 

55 

31 

22.68 

906 

9.87 

484 

79 

62 

40.39 

1203 

12.45 

520 

519 

64 

59 

57 

54 

34.25 

33.5 

1136 

1020 

10.63 

9.75 

City  extended  1st  April,  1929. 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (Acres): — Old  City,  4719.  Extended  City,  8,438. 

Rateable  Value  1942,  £987,281. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  1942,  £4,020. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1942,  23,888. 

Total  cost  of  all  Public  Health  Services,  1942,  £92,943  gross;  £72,205  net. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics.  1942 


Legitimate 

Total 

1519 

Live  Births  • 

Illegitimate 

93 

Stillbirths 

•  •  •  • 

40 

Deaths 

•  •  •  • 

1020 

Comparability  Factor 
Adjusted  Death  Rate 


\ 


M. 

F. 

750 

769 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
•  the  estimated  resident 

47 

46 

J 

population,  15.41. 

20 

20 

Rate  per  1,000  total(live 
and  still  births),  24.21. 

460 

560 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 

population,  9.75. 


•  Not  issued  now. 


England  and  Wales 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  i 

Other  Maternal  causes  2 


Rate  per  1,000  total  [live  and 
still  births) 

.61 
1  .22 


3 


1.83 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: _ 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Measles 

•  *  •  •  •  « 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  yrs.) 


33.5 

153 

1 

5 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN 
THE  CITY  OF  OXFORD  DURING  1942. 

(Table  of  Registrar  General) 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65- 

1020 

54 

9 

16 

99 

256 

1 

586 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

. . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

58 

1 

1 

2 

24 

27 

3 

8 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

8 

_ 

— 

— 

6 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

r 

_ _ 

_ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

" 

14 

_ 

_ 

2 

5 

7 

22 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

10 

10 

25 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

11 

12 

92 

_ 

— 

— 

6 

43 

43 

10 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

5 

4 

107 

_ 

— 

— 

3 

15 

89 

286 

— 

— 

— 

10 

46 

230 

28 

_ 

2 

6 

20 

43 

1 

— 

— 

3 

8 

31 

57 

9 

2 

1 

6 

12 

27 

11 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

3 

6 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

3 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— r— 

4 

_ 

_ _ 

— 

— 

3 

1 

24 

_ m 

_ 

1 

5 

8 

10 

25 

— 

— — 

1 

1 

8 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

17 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

10 

_ 

— 

— 

4 

5 

1 

10 

_ 

— 

2 

2 

2 

4 

19 

_ 

1 

4 

4 

2 

8 

88 

4 

1 

2 

9 

18 

_ 

54 

ALL  CAUSES . _ 

1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

4  Whooping  Cough 

5  Diphtheria 

6  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

8  Syphilitic  diseases 

9  Influenza 

10  Measles 

11  Acute  Polio-myelitis  and 

Polio-encephalitis 

12  Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

13  Cancer  of  buc.  cavity  and 

oesoph.  (M),  uterus  (F) 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .  . 

17  Diabetes 

18  Intereranial  vascular  lesions 

19  Heart  disease 

20  Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory 

system 

21  Bronchitis 

22  Pneumonia 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25  Diarrhoea  under  2  yrs. 

26  Appendicitis 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  .  . 

28  Nephritis 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sej 

30  Other  maternal  causes  .  • 

31  Premature  birth 

32  Congenital  malformation,  birth  in 

juries,  and  Infant  diseases 

33  Suicide 

34  Road  traffic  accidents 

35  Other  violent  causes 

36  All  other  causes  .  . 


The  deaths  of  Oxford  residents  registered  away  from  Qxford  are 
ncluded  in,  and  the  deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  Oxford  are 

excluded  from,  the  Oxford  net  deaths. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  Cancer  by  age  distribution: 


1942. 


X 

All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65- 

Male  . . 

•  • 

55 

— 

— 

— 

5 

22 

28 

Female 

98 

— 

— 

— 

7 

47 

44 

Total 

153 

— 

— 

12 

69 

72 

Analysis  of  deaths  from 
disease : 


cancer  in  1942  according  to  the  site  of  the 


0- 

M 

f 

ALE 

FEMALE 

Ages 

1- 

6- 

15- 

45- 

65- 

0- 

1- 

5- 

16- 

i 

|  45- 

65- 

Buccal  Cavity  and 
Oesophagus  (M) 
Uterus  (F)  .  . 

Stomach  &  Duodenum 
Breast 

All  other  sites 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

18 

6 

1 

21 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

7 

11 

25 

1 

9 

12 

22 

“ 

5 

22 

» 

28 

— 

— 

— 

7 

47 

44 
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SECTION  II 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


1.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Since  November  1st,  1940,  all  Public  Health  Laboratory  investiga¬ 
tions  are  done  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 
A  central  laboratory  of  this  Service  is  housed  in  Oxford  in  the  School  of 
Pathology,  which  is  situated  in  South  Parks  Road.  (Telephone  No. 
Oxford  47884). 

2.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

No  change. 


3.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  change. 

4.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

No  change. 

5.  Poor  Law  Medical  Out  Relief. 

No  change. 


6.  Midwives. 

No  change. 

7.  Hospitals— Public  and  Voluntary. 

No  change. 


8.  Ophthalmic  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics. 

Diseases  of  the  Eyes  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  are  treated  at  the 
Eye  Hospital,  Walton  Street,  and  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  respectively. 
Children  are  recommended  for  treatment  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


9.  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 
Registration. 

New  Cases 
Inward  Transfers 
Outward  Transfers 
Deaths 


1942. 

Male  Female 

4  4 

0  4 

1  4 

5  5 


4r 
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The  number  of  blind  persons  in  the  City  registered  under  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1920,  with  the  age  and  incidence  of  blindness,  is  shown  by 
the  following  tables : — 


REGISTRATION. 


31st  December,  1942. 


Age  period 

M. 

F. 

T. 

0—5 

— 

__ 

5—16 

— 

_ 

. 

16—21 

3 

,  - 

3 

21—40 

12 

8 

20 

40—50 

11 

6 

17 

50—60 

19 

24 

43 

60—70 

5 

6 

11 

70— 

22 

31 

53 

Totals 

72 

75 

147 

AGE  INCIDENCE. 


31st  December,  1942. 


Age  period 

M. 

F. 

T. 

0—1 

9 

9 

18 

1—5 

2 

3 

5 

5—10 

3 

4 

7 

10—20 

8 

2 

10 

20—30 

10 

5 

15 

30—40 

6 

8 

14 

40—50 

12 

7 

19 

50—60 

8 

10 

18 

60—70 

7 

14 

21 

70— 

4 

12 

16 

Unknown 

3 

1 

4 

Totals 

72 

75 

147 

Domiciliary  Assistance  to  Unemployable  Blind  Persons. 

\\  ith  slight  fluctuations  from  time  to  time,  the  grant  remained  at 
32/3(1.  during  1942. 


Domiciliary  Assistance  to  Other  Blind  Persons. 

During  1942,  allowances  to  dependents  of  unemployable  blind 
persons  were  paid  as  follows : — 

Adults  ..  ..  12/- per  week. 

1st  child  ..  ..  6/6 

2nd  child  . .  . .  5/6 

Others  . .  . .  4/6 

On  December  31st,  1942,  83  such  persons  were  in  receipt  of  grants 
Ihere  were  13  dependents. 

Social  meetings  were  discontinued  in  1939,  but  in  1942  a  day  ex¬ 
cursion  by  river  steamer  was  arranged.  Lunch  and  tea  were  provided. 
Ihe  outing  was  well  attended  by  the  Blind  of  the  City. 
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REPORT  BY  MISS  M.  R.  H.  BUCK. 

Senior  Mental  Health  Viistor. 

1942. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts  1913,  1927. 

Mental  Treatment  Act  1930. 


Registration. 

During  the  year  the  following 
Mental  Deficiency 
Mental  Treatment 
Educational  Clinic 


cases  were  added  to  the  register: 

32 

.  40 

. 231 


Training. 

There  are  33  names  on  the  books  of  the  Occupational  Centre  of  whom 
31  are  under  Statutory  Supervision. 

Supervision. 

There  are  124  cases  under  Statutory  Supervision,  and  119  under 
Voluntary  Supervision  all  of  whom  are  visited  regularly. 

Institutional  Care. 

There  are  182  cases  in  institutions  (81  males  and  101  females). 
31  patients  are  on  licence  from  institutions  (18  males  and  13  females). 
All  of  these  are  in  regular  employment. 

Of  the  182  cases  at  present  in  institutions,  93  are  at  Borocourt. 

* 

Guardianship. 

There  are  21  cases  under  guardianship  (7  males  and  14  females). 

Notifications  from  the  Education  Committee. 

10  new  cases'  have  been  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these  one  girl 
has  been  placed  in  an  institution  and  9  (4  boys  and  5  girls)  have  been 
placed  under  Statutory  Supervision. 

Mental  Treatment  Act. 

Miss  Horder  continues  to  go  as  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  to  the 
Radcliffe  Out-Patient  Clinic  and  has  had  40  new  cases  referred  to  her 

during  the  year. 


12 


SECTION  III 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

Smallpox.  There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  in  Oxford  during  1942,  A 
number  of  contacts  of  the  Glasgow  and  Swindon  cases  were  followed 
up  between  June  and  September,  and  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Garsmgton  was  held  in  readiness  to  open  should  the  necessity  arise. 


Scarlet  Fever.  252  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year. 
There  was  one  death  m  the  1—5  age  group.  This  patient  was  a 
mongol  child,  who  succumbed  to  a  relatively  mild  attack,  showing  the 
poor  resistance  to  infection  common  to  mongoloid  individuals. 

During  1942  an  investigation  into  the  mode  of  spread  of  the  Scarlet 
Fever  organism  was  continued  from  1941  and  completed.  It  was  carried 
out  in  co-operation  with  the  Oxford  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  Scarlet  Fever  is  caused  by  the  strepto¬ 
coccal  group  of  bacteria.  Recent  laboratory  methods  differentiate  this 
very  large  group  into  smaller  and  constantly  recognisable  types;  this  new 
method  of  typing  organisms  promises  valuable  assistance  in  following  the 
patient  to  patient  spread  of  the  disease.  The  aim  of  the  investigation 
undertaken  in  1941  and  1942  was  a  study  of  the  return  case  of  Scarlet 
ever.  When  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurs  amongst  the  contacts  of  a  con- 
va  escent  Scarlet  Fever  patient  within  four  weeks  of  h.s  liberation  from 
isolation,  it  is  assumed  that  the  second  patient  was  infected  by  the  first 
and  he  is  regarded  as  a  return  case  of  scarlet  fever.  By  identifying  the 
type  of  infecting  organism  in  each  patient  it  is  possible  to  discard  or  re¬ 
inforce  this  assumption  according  to  the  similarity  or  difference  of  the 
types  in  the  primary  and  return  cases. 


Every  patient  admitted  to  the  Scarlet  Fever  Wards  from  a  suitable 
household  during  the  years  1941  and  1942  had  weekly  nose  and  throat 
swabs  taken  for  typing  of  the  infecting  organism.  Immediately  after 
admission,  and  immediately  prior  to  discharge  of  the  patient  the  Health 
\  lsitor  assisting  in  the  investigation  visited  the  home,  and  took  nose  and 
throat  swabs  from  ever  member  of  the  household.  This  gave  a  picture  of 
the  ‘streptococcal  environment”  from  which  the  patient  had  come  and 
to  which  he  returned  on  discharge.  The  Health  Visitor  made  weekly 
visits  for  four  weeks  after  discharge  from  hospital  to  take  swabs  from  the 
patient,  and  to  report  on  his  health  and  the  health  of  his  contacts  When 
illness  occurred  in  the  household  during  this  period  it  was  investigated 
very  thoroughly  to  make  as  clear  as  possible  any  association  it  might  have 
with  the  original  scarlet  fever  infection. 


13 


Little  light  was  actually  shed  on  the  origin  of  return  cases,  because 
in  the  years  under  investigation  they  were  extremely  few,  but  many  other 
interesting  facts  came  to  light. 

In  1941  there  were  two  apparent  return  cases  ;  typing  demonstrated 
one  of  these  as  unlikely  to  be  a  true  return  since  the  types  of  streptococci 
differed  in  the  primary  and  return  patient.  In  1942  five  return  cases 
came  under  review,  all  of  them  confirmed  by  typing.  Two  out  of  the 
five  patients  causing  return  cases  had  been  discharged  from  the  hospital 
with  no  strepcococci  in  throat  and  nose  swabs.  72%  of  the  whole  series 
of  patients  had  streptococci  in  their  nose  or  throat  swabs  on  discharge 
from  hospital,  but  only  4.4%  gave  rise  to  return  cases.  The  five  patients 
causing  return  cases  had  all  suffered  mild  uncomplicated  attacks  of 
scarlet  fever.  The  administration  of  serum  in  the  acute  phase  of  the 
attack  made  no  apparent  difference  to  the  production  of  return  cases. 
Out  of  12  different  types  identified  in  the  investigation  only  two  gave 
rise  to  return  cases.  The  commonest  type  of  all,  present  on  45.5%  of 
the  cases  was  responsible  for  2  out  of  the  5  return  cases.  The  other  type 
which  gave  rise  to  3  return  cases  was  present  in  only  15.8  /0  of  the  series, 
thus  its  return  case  rate  was  11%  compared  with  the  4.4%  of  the  whole 
series.  It  is  interesting  to  note  too,  that  this  type,  although  comparatively 
uncommon,  gave  rise  to  35%  of  all  the  type  changes,  or  ward  cross 
infections  of  patients  which  occurred  in  this  seiies. 

It  is  hoped  that  peace-time  conditions  will  permit  renewed  investi¬ 
gation  of  this  and  allied  problems. 

Diphtheria.  24  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  Only 
three  were  severe,  complicated  attacks.  No  case  of  diphtheria 
occurred  in  an  immunised  child,  and  no  case  was  fatal. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever.  5  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified 
in  1942.  Four  of  them  were  from  the  same  family;  the  source  of 
this  infection  was  not  identified.  All  four  patients  made  good  pro¬ 
gress  and  recoveries,  attributable  in  part  to  the  use  of  Vi  specific 
serum  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  Felix.  The  fifth  case  was  a  fatal  one, 

in  the  45 _ 65  age  group;  the  diagnosis  was  only  established  at 

post-mortem  examination. 

Pneumonia.  100  cases  were  notified,  and  the  death  returns  attribute 
57  deaths  to  this  disease,  the  majority  of  which  w6re  in  the  65  and 

over  age  group. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  There  were  16  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  notified, 
4  of  them  were  military  patients.  In  two  of  the  1 6  cases  the  diagnosis 
was  revised,  and  the  notifications  subsequently  cancelled.  The  only 
fatal  illness  occurred  in  an  infant  aged  9  months. 
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Acute  Polio-encephalitis.  1  case  was  notified  in  the  5—10  age  group. 

Bacillary  Dysentery  (Sonne).  80  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during 
the  year.  11  of  them  were  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary.  The  in¬ 
crease  in  notifications  of  this  infection  is  due,  not  to  any  increase  in 
the  incidence  or  severity  of  the  disease,  but  to  the  increasing  readi¬ 
ness  of  practitioners  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  now  at  their 
command  for  bacteriological  examinations  and  diagnosis. 

Erysipelas.  36  cases  were  notified  in  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Measles.  452  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in  1942,  and  one  death  in 
the  1 — 5  age  group  was  attributed  to  this  cause. 

Whooping  Cough.  61  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified.  Most  of 
them  were  in  the  under  10  yrs.  age  group. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  since  1920 


15 


Notifiable  as  Puerperal  Fever  from  1st  October,  1927.  t  Became  Notifiable  on  1.10.26 


Cases  notified  in  the  District  during  1942. 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


Report  from  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 


M. 

F. 

City  patients  on  books,  January  1st  . . 

161 

134 

New  applicants  for  treatment 

173 

175 

Ceased  to  attend  during  the  year:— 

After  completion  of  treatment  and  final  tests 

334 

309 

of  cure,  or  after  diagnosis  as  non- venereal 

64 

95 

Before  completion  of  treatment 

Transferred  to  other  Centres  or  Institutions 

27 

59 

or  Private  Practitioners  .  . 

10 

11 

101 

165 

City  Patients  on  books,  December  31st 

233 

144 

The  total  attendances  each  year  since  1930  have  been  as  follows: 
1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938  1939  1940  1941  1942 

6164  5256  4877  5914  3537  3339  4653  5702  4308  3380  3894  5347  8404 

24  patients  were  admitted  for  treatment  or  observation  during  the 
year,  spending  447  “in-patient  days  in  hospital. 

The  number  of  pathological  examinations  made  in  respect  of  City 
patients  was  1,239. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

In  November  1941  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  was  provisionally 
approved  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  as  a  School  for  the  complete 
training  of  Fever  Nurses.  By  the  end  of  1942  there  were  five  Senior  nurses 
and  10  Junior  nurses  in  training  for  their  certificates.  One  Nurse  took 
her  final  examination  and  passed.  Six  nurses  took  their  preliminary 
examination,  four  passed  in  both  parts  of  it,  and  two  nurses  passed  in 
one  part,  and  were  referred  in  the  second  part,  which  they  have  since 

completed. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions  and  discharges  in  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  during  1942 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions  and  discharges 
in  the  Old  City  Isolation  Hospital,  Abingdon  Road,  during  1942:— 


Scabies 

(and 

Impetigo) 

Tuberculosis 

Total 

In  Hospital  1.1.42 

22 

8 

30 

Admitted 

715 

20 

735 

Discharged 

717 

10  • 

727 

Died 

— 

11 

11 

In  Hospital  31.12.42  . . 

20 

7 

27 

The  greatest  number  in  on 
,,  smallest  „  ,, 

„  average 


any  day  was  61. 


)} 


18. 

35.2. 


% 
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SECTION  IV 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Institutional  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  were 
fully  extended,  but  fortunately  there  was  never  any  long  waiting  list. 
Full  use  was  made  of  the  Sunnyside  Convalescent  Block  at  the  Osier 
Pavilion  for  the  treatment  of  non-infectious  cases. 

The  accommodation  now  available  is  as  follows: — 

\ 

Osier  Pavilion  .  26  beds. 

Sunnyside  .  29 

Old  Isolation  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

*Wingfield-Morris  and  other  Institutions:  as  re¬ 
quired. 

(*The  agreement  with  the  Wingfield  whereby  the  City  paid  for  7  beds 
was  terminated  in  October  1942.) 

Statistics. 

New  notifications — Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 
Deaths — Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Notified  cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register  at  December  31st — 

Pulmonary . 

Non-Pulmonary 
Attendances  at  the  Chest  Clinics 

•  •  ••  •  . 

x-rays  •  •  . 

(Patients  are  X-rayed  at  a  special  session  held  at  the  Osier 
Pavilion  on  Tuesdays  of  each  week,  by  appointment  only). 

Extra  Nourishment— the  number  of  patients  receiving  free 
milk  on  December  31st  was 


1942 

126 

58 

58 

8 

316 

149 

1494 

409 


49 
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NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY. 

1942. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—1 

1—5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

65  &  upwards 

1 

1 

1 

4 

16 

21 

19 

15 

11 

3 

2 

1 

4 

9 

9 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

8 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

3 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

9 

10 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  .  . 

92 

34 

31 

27 

39 

19 

7 

i  1 

1 

HOSPITALS  AND  SANATORIA. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  who  received 
Institutional  treatment : 

1942. 


Institution 

Notified  Cases 

Observation  Cases 

Total 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

M. 

F. 

M.  |  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Osier  Pavilion 

City  Hospitals  .  .  •  •  .  •  * 

Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  H. 
Other  Hospitals 

70 

26 

7 

8 

37 

8 

4 

6 

2 

l 

1 

3 

7 

1 

2 

4 

35 

45 

17 

23 

236 

36 

14 

21 

22 


SECTION  V 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE,  1942. 


Report  by  Dr.  Mary  Fisher,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.M.S.A. 
D.C.H.,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Births.  Registered  live  births: 


Male 

•  *  •  •  . . 

Female 

•  •  •  • 

Total 

•  •  •  •  • 

Of  these  births  120  were  illegitimate. 


1618 

1506 

3124 


Of  the  3124  births,  1537  were  Oxford  residents.  In  addition  75  births 
to  Oxford  residents  occurred  outside  the  City,  making  a  total  of  1612 
births  allocated  to  the  City.  This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  15  41  (Birth  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  15.8). 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  OCCURRING  IN  THE  CITY. 


(a)  According  to  notifications. 


Live  Births 

Stillbirths 

Notified  by  Mid  wives 

Notified  by  Doctors  and  Maternity  Nurses 

594 

9*1 

9 

Born  in  Institutions  and  Nursing  Homes 

2400 

76 

3087 

85 

\  ‘  y  ■  ,  -  ' 

(b)  According  to  place  of  Birth  (Registered  Births). 


Born  in  Radcliffe  Infirmary  .  . 

Born  in  R.I.  Maternity  Home 
Born  in  Public  Institutions: 

Cowley  Road  Hospital 
Emergency  Maternity  Homes  .  ! 
Born  in  Private  Nursing  Homes 
Born  in  private  houses 

Totals 


Residents 

Non-Residents 

. 

2 

6 

♦ 

555 

650 

. 

80 

20 

• 

86 

756 

• 

120 

138 

• 

694 

17 

• 

1537 

1587 

93  of  the  resident  births  and  27  of  the  non-resident  were  illegitimate. 
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(c)  Registered  Births  in  Wards  (Oxford  Births). 


Live  Births 

Stillbirths 

Summertown  and  Wolvercote 

166 

6 

North  . . 

112 

3 

West 

116 

3 

South 

135 

3 

East 

161 

2 

Headington 

398 

14 

A 

Cowley  and  Iffley 

460 

y 

1537 

40 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  four  Oxford  women  who  died  in  consequence  of  pregnancy 
or  childbirth. 


Notes  on  Cases. 

1  Aged  32  yrs.  First  pregnancy.  Cerebral  haemorrhage  associated 
with  acute  fulminating  pre-eclamptic  toxaemia.  General  prac¬ 
titioner’s  case  in  private  nursing  home. 

*2.  Aged  40  yrs.  Thirteenth  pregnancy.  Empyema  and  pelvic 
sepsis.  Patient  under  specialist  care  in  Radcliffe  Maternity  Home. 

3.  Aged  32  yrs.  First  pregnancy.  Death  from  pulmonary  embolism 
following  caesarian  section  for  extended  breech.  Patient  under 
specialist  care  throughout. 

4.  Aged  35  yrs.  First  pregnancy.  Evacuee  from  London.  De¬ 
livered  in  Emergency  Maternity  Home.  Died  from  gas  gangrene 
infection  following  rupture  of  uterus.  Every  facility  for  treatment 
was  available.  Death  unavoidable. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  Oxford  (deaths  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births)  was  1.83  (England  and  Wales  2.01). 

*  This  death  is  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General  under  “Other  Respiratory 
Diseases.” 

Midwives. 


56  Midwives  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year:— 


Domiciliary 

Mid  wives  in 

Midwives 

Midwives 

Institutions 

Totals 

Employed  by  the  Local  Supervising 

6 

15 

21 

Authority 

Normally  employed  by  other  Local 

Authorities  but  tempora  nly  working 
in  the  area  .  . 

— 

6 

6 

Employed  by  Voluntary  Associations 
under  arrangements  made  with  the 

Council  in  pursuance  of  Section  I  of 
of  the  Mid  wives  Act  1936  .  . 

4 

— 

4 

Others  employed  by  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tions  . . 

4 

14 

18 

In  private  practice  .  .  •  • 

4 

3 

i 

i  18 

38 

56 
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Notification  to  Local  Supervising  Authority. 

.  must,  as  soon  as  possible,  send  notice  on  the  prescribed 

form  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority,  in  accordance  with  Rule  33  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board,  in  the  following  cases.’ _ 

(*)  Medical  Help  (whenever  the  advice  of  a  registered  medical  prac¬ 
titioner  has  been  sought). 

247  notifications  of  the  calling  of  medical  help  were  received  during 
1942.  6 

181  referred  to  help  for  the  mother,  and  66  referred  to  help  for  the 
child. 


The  reasons  given  were: — 


Toxaemia  .  .  .  .  ' 

Stillbirth 

Threatened  miscarriage  .  . 
Ante-partum  haemorrhage 
Ruptured  perineum  .  . 
Hysteria 
Pyrexia 

Breech  presentation 
Mental  condition  of  mother 
Cord  presentation 
Pain  in  right  side 
Incomplete  abortion 
Delayed  labour — 

1st  stage 
2nd  stage 

Post  partum  haemorrhage 
Inflamed  leg 

General  debility  and  insomnia 
Posterior  position 
Face  presentation 


Mother. 


1 

2 
2 

4 
68 

2 

11 

1 

1 

11 

1 

2 

5 

12 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 


Prolapse  of  uterus 
Pain  in  leg 
For  anaesthetic 
Maternal  and  foetal  distress 
Nervousness 

Cyanosis . 

Severe  migraine  and  Insomnia 
Malpresentation 
Retained  placenta 
Post-partum  shock 
Miscarriage 
Flushed  breast 
Severe  cold  on  chest 
Post  partum  haemorrhage  and  2nd 
degree  tear 
Inflamed  V.V.  leg  .  . 

Total 


1 

10 

15 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

3 


181 


Feeble  infant 
Congenital  defects 
Hare  lip  and  cleft  palate 
Discharging  eyes  .  . 
Rash  on  baby's  face 


Child. 


6 

1 

1 

53 

1 


Spots  on  buttocks  .  . 
Melaena  neonatorum 
Loss  of  weight 

Total 


2 

1 

1 

66 


(b)  Stillbirths.  9  notifications  were  received  from  mid  wives. 

(c)  Laying  out  the  dead,  in  all  cases  which  she  has  prepared  or  assisted 
to  prepare  the  dead  for  burial.  No  notifications  were  received. 

(d)  Artificial  Feeding.  79  notifications  were  received. 

(e)  Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection.  No  notifications  were  received 
by  midwives  during  1942. 


Municipal  Midwives. 

Details  of  the  number  of  cases  attended  by  each  Municipal  Midwife 

together  with  the  one  remaining  independent  midwife,  are  shown  in  the 
following  table;— 
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Antenatal  care  of  cases  booked  as  Midwives 
Attended  antenatal  clinic 
Attended  own  doctor  for  antenatal  care .  . 
Refused  to  attend  clinic  or  doctor 


4 

Midwife 

As 

Midwife 

As 

Maternity- 

Nurse 

l 

Mis¬ 

carriages 

A  . 

57 

4 

— 

B 

59 

5 

— 

c  . 

67 

3 

(2) 

D  . 

71 

2 

— 

E  . 

47 

5 

(1) 

Independent  Midwife  .  . 

60 

14 

Totals 

361 

33 

(3) 

Total 


61 

64 

70 

73 
62 

74 


394 


346 

7 

8 


361 


Visits  paid  by  Municipal  Midwives  to  expectant  mothers 


Visits  by  Health  Visitors:— 

To  infants  under  1  year 
To  children  between  1  and  2  years 
,  „  2  and  3 

3  and  4 

4  and  5 

Special  visits  to  sick  children  . . 


}  ) 


9  ) 


)  ) 


y  y 


y  > 


2120 


5058 

3861 

3471 

2785 

1897 

567 


17,639 
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MATERNITY. 

/' 

(a)  Institutional  Accommodation. 

1.  Radcliffe  Maternity  Home. 

This  home  continues  to  carry  on  a  large  part  of  the  Maternity  work 
for  Oxford  and  the  surrounding  district.  The  Home  has  56  beds,  of  which 
7  are  for  paying  patients,  and  8  for  antenatal  conditions. 

During  1942, 1341  patients  were  admitted.  There  were  1230  deliveries, 
865  of  which  were  conducted  by  midwives,  and  365  by  doctors. 


Attendances  at  the  Radcliffe  Maternity  Home,  Antenatal  and  Postnatal 

Clinics  during  1942. 


i 

First 

Attendances 

Re-attendances 

Totals 

Antenatal 

Postnatal 

•  • 

1552 

831 

9160 

524 

10,712 

1355 

Totals 

•  • 

•2383  1 

1 

9684 

12067 

2.  Cowley  Road  Hospital. 

This  hospital  serves  the  needs  of  pregnant  women  who  are  unable 
to  arrange  to  be  confined  at  home,  and  who  having  no  abnormalities,  have 
no  claim  on  the  Radcliffe  Maternity  Home. 

The  hospital  has  ,12  beds  (exclusive  of  isolation  and  labour  beds). 
During  the  year  71  maternity  cases  were  admitted.  60  deliveries  were 
made  by  midwives  and  7  by  doctors.  Of  the  remaining  4,  2  were  mis¬ 
carriages,  and  2  born  before  admission. 

3.  Private  Maternity  Homes. 

There  are  6  private  maternity  or  maternity  and  nursing  homes  in 
the  City,  providing  a  total  of  61  beds  (17  maternity  beds,  and  44  others). 

(b)  Antenatal  Work. 


Attendances  at  the  Antenatal  Clinics,  1942. 


— ~ - - - - - - - - — _ 

_ - 

First 

Attend¬ 

ances 

Re- 

Attend- 

ances 

Total 

Attend¬ 

ances 

No.  of 
Sessions 

Average 

Attend¬ 

ances 

Headington 

East  Oxford 

St.  Aldate's 

Donnington 

Totals  .  . 

-r — ■ — •—  ■  ■  ■  ■■  ■  •  - - -  - 

122 

127 

85 

167 

587 

569 

478 

890 

709 

696 

563 

1057 

50 

52 

53 

100 

14.18 

13.38 

10.62 

10.57 

501 

2524 

3025 

255 

11.86 

f 
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Postnatal  Attendances.  There  were  153  postnatal  attendances  during 
1942  at  the  City  Clinics. 


Analysis  of  conditions  requiring  special  attention,  1942. 


A.  Advice  given  at  clinic  for : 

1.  Mild  toxaemia 

2.  Indigestion 

3.  Anaemia 

4.  Weak  abdominal  muscles 

5.  Varicose  veins 

6.  Insomnia 

7.  Sterility 

8.  Other  medical  conditions 

B.  Malpresentations  corrected 

C.  Special  Investigations: 

1.  Catheter  specimen  urine 

2.  Wassermann  reaction 

D.  Referred  to  own  doctor : 

1.  Varicose  veins 

2.  Urinary  infections  .  . 

3.  Other  medical  conditions 
Referred  to  Radcliffe  Inf. 
Referred  to  Eye  Hospital 
Referred  to  R.I.  Maternity  H. : 

1.  Toxaemia 

2.  Obstetrical  conditions 

3.  Gynaecological  conditions 

4.  Other  medical  conditions 

H.  Referred  to  City  Birth  Con 
trol  Clinic 

I.  Dental  treatment  advised  : 

1.  Fully  carried  out  .  . 

2.  Partly  carried  out  .  . 

3.  Refused 

J.  Referred  to  Scabies  Clinic 

K .  Referred  to  T uberculosis  Dis. 

L.  Referred  to  V.D.  Clinic 


E. 

F. 

G. 


St. 

Aldate’s 

Head- 

ington 

Donn- 

ington 

East 

Oxford 

Total 

4 

2 

7 

1 

14 

4 

8 

14 

3 

29 

9 

6 

9 

7 

31 

3 

2 

2 

3 

10 

3 

8 

10 

7 

28 

1 

8 

12 

6 

27 

_____ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

15 

15 

23 

16 

69 

4 

12 

8 

12 

36 

I 

1 

7 

2 

11 

3 

— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

3 

— 

6 

. 

2 

3 

3 

8 

1 

— 

4 

1 

6 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

2 

1 

3 

1 

7 

\ 

4 

2 

6 

3 

4 

11 

4 

22 

3 

2 

7 

7 

19 

— 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

9 

7 

22 

19 

21 

24 

21 

85 

3 

4 

7 

2 

16 

21 

22 

34 

31 

108 

3 

— 

3 

4 

10 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

|  2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

f 
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End  Results  of  Antenatal  Cases  at  City  Clinics,  1942. 


St. 

Head- 

Donn- 

East 

Result 

Aldate’s 

ington 

ington 

Oxford 

Total 

Deaths 

Normal  delivery 

Breech,  otherwise  normal 

55 

2 

85 

2 

122 

9 

81 

1 

343 

Breech,  premature 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

7 

1 

o 

Breech,  complicated 

1 

1 

Premature,  otherwise  normal  .  . 
Face 

1 

2 

z 

8 

Induced,  normal  delivery 

1 

2 

1 

A 

Twins,  normal 

Instrumental 

,,  and  post  partum  haem. 

1 

1 

3 

1- 

i 

4 

2 

6 

1 

7 

Stillbirth 

Post  partum  haemorrhage  after 

— 

3 

4 

normal  delivery 

_ 

] 

o 

Abortion  .  . 

o 

tj 

Placenta  praevia  and  stillbirth  . 

zj 

5 

1 

3 

10 

1 

Eclampsia.  . 

Sepsis 

" 

Left  district,  result  unknown  .  . 
Not  pregnant 

6 

4 

6 

1 

7 

2 

2 

7 

21 

14 

Totals  .  . 

•  •  •  * 

72 

102 

152. 

105 

431 

Emergency  Obstetric  Service. 

Cases  attended  in  the  City  were  as  follows: _ 

1942:  Post  partum  haemorrhage:  2  cases.  (One  was  at  Daven¬ 
port  House  Emergency  Maternity  Home). 


Attendance  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  1942. 


Description  of  Centre 

No.  on 
Books 

Headington  (Wed.)  .  .  y 

,,  (Thurs.)  .  .  f 

401  2 

Cowley 

217 

East  Oxford  Health  Centre 

Friday 

193 

Monday 

91 

New  Hinksey 

154 

St.  Aldate’s 

119 

Jericho 

206 

Summertown 

152 

St.  Francis’  Hall 

140 

New  Marston  (Wed.)  .  .  y 

,,  (Thurs.)  .  .  f 

1033  ^ 

Wolvercote 

142 

Donnington  (Tues.) 

292 

(Wed.) 

325 

3525 

Total 

Attendances 

No.  of 
Sessions 

Average 

Attendance 

2100 

52 

40.49 

2631 

53 

49.64 

2587 

50 

51.74 

2145 

50 

48.90 

1355 

49 

27.65 

2116 

52 

40.69 

2150 

50 

43.00 

2830 

52 

54.42 

1798 

52 

34.55 

1724 

52 

33.17 

1929 

52 

37.09 

2253 

53 

42.50 

1679 

53 

31.68 

2900 

52 

55.77 

2537 

52 

48.79 

33034 

774 

42  65 
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Attendances  of  City  Children  under  5  yrs.  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  Infant 

Consultation  Centre. 


New  Cases  .  .  •  •  *  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  '  '  "  ‘  g4g 

Re-attendances  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  _ ^ _ _ 

Total  attendances  including  school  children  and  county  patients  1373 


Hospital  Admissions. 

Admission  to  hospital  of  children  under  5  years,  1942. 


Radcliffe  Infirmary 
Cowley  Road  Hospital 

Totals 


Treatment  of  children  under  5  at  School  Clinics. 

136  children  made  188  attendances  under  the  arrangement  made 
with  the  Education  Committee,  whereby  children  under  5  can  obtain 
treatment  for  minor  ailments  at  the  School  Medical  Clinics. 


Number 

Deaths 

349 

11 

*  9 

179 

4 

•  • 

528 

15 

Infant  Deaths. 

112  infants  under  one  year  died  in  Oxford  during  1942.  Of  these 
60  were  non-residents  although  they  died  in  the  City.  Two  deaths  of 
infants  occurred  outside  the  City,  and  were  transferred  in  as  their  per¬ 
manent  addresses  were  in  the  City.  The  corrected  number  of  infant  deaths 


is  therefore  54. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  =  33.5.  (England  and  Wales  49.) 

The  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  =  22.33. 

The  causes  of  death  at  the  various  ages  are  set  out  in  the  following 


table : 


Cause  of  death 

| 

WEE 

,KS 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3-4 

Prematurity 

14 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  Mai- 

formation 

1 

— 

1 

Birth  Injuries 

3 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  pe¬ 
culiar  to  early  in- 

9 

fancy 

' 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

■ 

Diarrhoea 

- 

- 

— 

~ 

Bronchitis.  . 

— 

■ 

Tuberculous 

— 

— 

" 

Meningitis 

Generalised  T.B.  . . 

— 

— 

' 

" 

Other  defined 

diseases 

— 

— 

" 

Totals 

28 

2 

1 

— 

Total 

MONTHS 

Grand 

Total 

1- 

3- 

6- 

9-12 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

3 

— 

- - 

■ - 

3 

9 

1 

_ 

10 

2 

3 

4 

— 

— 

9 

2 

2 

— 

1 

5 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

4 

31 

7 

8 

!  6 

2 

j  54 

i 

j  **»• 

Died  in 
Insti¬ 
tutions 


15 

4 

3 


8 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 


44 


-f 
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The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  Infant  Deaths  and 
Stillbirths  in  Wards  of  the  City. 


Ward 

Births 

Deaths 
under 
one  year 

Infant 
Mortality 
rate  per 
1,000  births 

Still¬ 

births 

Stillbirths 
rate  per 
1,000  live 
births 

Summertown  and 
Wolvercote 

North  .  -.  .  . 

West 

South 

East 

Headington 

Cowley  and  Iffley 

166 

112 

116 

136 

161 

398 

460 

2 

1 

7 

1 

8 

13 

22 

12.04 

8.93 

60.87 

7.40 

49.69 

32.66 

48.89 

6 

3 

3 

3 

2 

14 

9 

34.88 

26.09 

25.42 

21.74 

12.27 

33.98 

19.61 

Totals 

1637 

54 

35.13 

40 

25.36 

87  stillbirths  were  registered  in  Oxford  during  the  year,  of  which 
47  were  transferred  to  other  areas,  making  the  total  Oxford  stillbirths  40. 


The  stillbirth  rate  for  the  year,  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  was 
25.36  compared  with  34.00  in  1941. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  8  notifications  were  received. 

Of  these:  2  were  treated  at  home, 

6  were  treated  in  hospital, 

.  J2  had  impaired  vision, 

6  moved  from  district  (local  authorities 
notified). 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  138  notifications  were  received,  of  which  131 
cases  were  treated  in  hospital  . 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum.  Three  cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the  De¬ 
partment  during  the  year— being  notified  from  the  Radcliffe  Maternity 

Home.  All  three  cases  were  isolated,  and  cleared  up  quickly  after  treat¬ 
ment. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  187— Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

6  Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes  are  registered  under  the  above  Acts, 
with  an  accommodation  of  61  beds. 

The  following  hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes  are  exempt  from  re¬ 
gistration  : — 

Radcliffe  Infirmary  and  County  Hospital. 

The  Oxford  Eye  Hospital. 

The  Acland  Home. 

St.  Basil’s  Home,  Iffiey  Road. 

St.  John's  Home,  St.  Mary's  Road,  Cowley. 

Nazareth  House,  Cowley  Road. 

The  Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

There  were  no  applications  for  registration  during  the  year. 
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Child  Life  Protection  (Sections  206—220  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

The  11  Health  Visitors  are  appointed  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors 
under  these  Acts. 

At  the  end  of  1942,  40  foster  parents  and  51  children  were  on  the 
register. 

A  report  of  the  cases  is  presented  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  quarterly. 


BIRTH  CONTROL. 


A  clinic  to  give  contraceptive  advice  on  medical  grounds,  conducted 
by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  held  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary 
at  5.30  p.m.  on  Mondays. 

During  1942  there  was  a  total  of  224  attendances,  54  being  first 
attendances,  and  170  re-attendances. 


Medical  Indications. 


Recent  thyroidectomy  . .  , 

Recent  toxaemia  of  pregnancy  . . 

Recent  nephrectomy 
Recent  operation  for  carcinoma  .  . 

Recent  urinary  infection 
Recent  pneumonia 
Recent  Caesarian  section.  Asthma 
Recent  abortion 
Recent  placenta  praevia 

Poor  health  associated  with  frequent  pregnanci 


Anaemia  and  poor  general  health 

Gynaecological  conditions 

Psychoneurosis 

Rheumatic  heart  disease  . . 

Arthritis 

Varicose  veins 

Damaged  abdominal  muscles 
Repeated  puerperal  sepsis 
Repeated  difficult  labours 
Repeated  still-births 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis  . .  * 

No  medical  indication 


1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12  . 
2 
7 
4 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 


54 


32 


Follow-up  Scheme. 

Patients  are  told  to  return  if  an}/  difficulties  arise,  or  if  they  need  fiesh 
supplies.  They  are  asked  to  report  in  any  case  every  three  months. 
Those  who  fail  to  do  so  are  visited  by  a  Health  Visitor,  or  in  some  instances 
letters  are  sent  to  them.  If  in  spite  of  this  they  fail  to  report  they  are 
discharged  from  the  clinic  after  due  warning  has  been  given  them. 


Source  of  Patients. 


Radcliffe  Infirmary 
Postnatal  Clinics  .  . 
General  practitioners 
Infant  Welfare  Centres 
Radcliffe  Maternity  Home^ 
Osier  Pavilion 


1 

22 

9 

13 

6 

3 


54 

Charges  for  Appliances. 

Patients  in  receipt  of  free  milk  and  those  receiving  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  were  supplied  with  free  appliances  at  a  total  cost  of  £8  16s.  6d. 
Reductions  in  price  amounting  to  14/8  were  allowed  in  other  cases. 
The  remaining  patients  paid  the  full  cost  of  their  appliances. 


Results:  (i.e.,  condition,  when  last  contacted  in  1942,  of  all  patients  still 
on  register). 


First  attended  in 

’35 

'36 

'37 

'38 

|  '39 

'40 

'41 

'42 

T. 

Not  pregnant,  method  satisfactory  .  . 

_ 

2 

7 

3 

4 

12 

18 

49 

95 

Pregnant  when  first  seen 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

l 

i 

Pregnant : 

(a)  Failed  to  follow  instructions  .  . 

_ 

--- 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

C) 

(b)  Claimed  to  have  followed  in- 

structions 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

1 

1 

Not  pregnant  but  discharged : 

(a)  failure  to  attend  regularly 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

2 

2 

( b )  No  longer  medical  indications .  . 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9 

2 

(c)  Personal  reasons 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Left  district 

1 

. 

_ 

2 

Died 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DENTAL  OFFICER. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Dental  Treatment. 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  of  pre-school  age  were 
seen  on  Saturday  mornings  at  60  St.  Aldate’s,  Buty  Knowle  and  Donning- 
ton.  The  former  are  referred  by  the  doctors  in  charge  of  Welfare  Centres 
and  Maternity  Homes  for  appointments,  and  the  latter  are  sent  as  casuals. 
Children  under  five  attending  nursery  classes  in  Elementary  Schools  are 
inspected  and  treated  under  the  School  Dental  Scheme. 

Work  Done. 


Mothers: 


Treated  . . 

175 

Attendances 

476 

Fillings 

108 

Extractions 

925 

Scalings 

38 

Dentures 

69 

Children: 

t 

Treated 

193 

Attendances 

214 

Fillings 

105 

Extractions 

,  .  270 

Other  operations . . 

30 

It  will  be  evident  from  these  figures  that  the  scheme  might  with  ad¬ 
vantage  be  considerably  expanded,  including  a  more  frequent  inspection 
of  Nursery  classes  and  regular  inspections  at  Welfare  Centres.  With  the 
existing  Staff  however  any  increase  would  be  impossible,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  estimate  the  extra  amount  of  time  that  would  be  required  to  carry  out 
complete  conservation  of  all  temporary  teeth  in  these  children.  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  parents  would  be  a  necessary  step  for  any  real  success,  as  the 
prejudice  to  fillings  is  greatly  intensified  where  temporary  teeth  are  con¬ 
cerned.  But  these  difficulties  are  by  no  means  insuperable,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  more  may  be  able  to  be  done  on  these  lines  in  future. 

J.  F.  A.  SMYTHE, 

Acting  Senior  Dental  Surgeon. 


\ 
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Sir 


SECTION  VI 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Report  by  STEWART  SWIFT,  M.B.E., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  comprises  Sections  VI,  VII 
and  VIII  of  this  Report,  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
District,  Housing,  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food,  re¬ 
spectively. 

[a)  Water  Supply. 

During  1942,  10  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from  wells  and  pumps 
and  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination. 

Five  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  five  unsatis¬ 
factory. 


(5)  Drainage. 


The  following  drainage  work  was  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Department : 


1942 

Drains  examined  . .  . .  . .  _  2 

Drains  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  _  29 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  4 

Premises  drained  to  sewer  . .  .  .  .  .  _  _ 

Soil  pipes  or  vent  shafts  repaired .  1 

Interceptors  provided .  . 

Inspection  chambers  provided  . .  . .  .  .  .  ^ 

Fresh  air  inlets  fixed  .  . 

Vent  shafts  provided  . .  .  .  _ 

New  gullies  provided  .  _  _  _ 

Miscellaneous  drainage  items  ......  o 


(c)  Closet  Accommodation. 


The  following  work  was  carried  out : _ 

New  W.C.  basins  provided 
W.C.  cistern  or  fittings  repaired  .  . 
W.C.  compartments  repaired 
W.C.  compartments  rebuilt 
Miscellaneous  items 


1942 

15 

10 

2 

12 
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(d)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 


(1)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections. 

The  following  inspections  were  made  by  the  sanitary  staff  to  the 
premises  detailed: — 


Nature  of  Inspection.  N c 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply 
Drainage 

Stables  and  Piggeries . 

Offensive  Trades 
Fried  Fish  Shops 

Common  Lodging-Houses  . 

Houses-let-in-Lodgings  . 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Outworkers 

Bakehouses 

Public  Conveniences 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  and  Licenced 
Premises 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Rats  and  Mice 
Smoke  Observations 
Shops  . .  .  •  • • 

Canal  Boats 
Interviews 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits . 


of  Visits 

1942 

18 

249 

64 

8 

27 

4 

6 

75 

136 

3 

31 


2 

23 

7 

242 

7 

11 

1 

369 

359 


Housing 

Under  Public  Health  Acts: 

No.  of  houses  inspected  . . 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

Under  Housing  Acts: 

No.  of  houses  inspected  . . 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 


No.  of  Visits 

1942 

.  135 

77ft 


43 

196 


Overcrowding: 

No.  of  houses  inspected  .  . 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

Verminous  Premises: 

No.  of  houses  inspected  . . 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 


3 


15 


86 


267 
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*  Nature  of  Inspection.  No.  of  Visits 

1942 

Housing. 

University  Lodgings .  7 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  93 


- 1356 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Total  Visits  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of 

Food  (See  Section  VIII  for  details)  . .  .  .  . .  2314 

Total  visits  paid  by  Sanitary  Staff  . .  . .  3672 

Government  Evacuation  Scheme: — 

Total  visits .  597 


(2)  Number  of  Notices  Served. 

To  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal  of  conditions 
dangerous  to  health,  the  following  action  was  taken: — 

1942 


No.  of  informal  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  170 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  .  .  . .  139 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  .  .  .  .  . .  H 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  . .  . .  9 


(3)  Complaints  Received. 

During  1942  362  complaints  were  received  and  attended  to  relating 
to  the  following  matters : 

Nature  of  Complaint.  No.  received 

1942 


Choked  drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  q 

Defective  drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Defective  waterclosets  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Offensive  smells  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

General  housing  defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  gl 

Dampness  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ig 

Smoke  nuisance  . .  . .  . .  . .  ,  „  . .  8 

Noise  nuisance  . .  . .  . .  ....  . .  _ 

Dirty  premises  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . ,  10 

Verminous  premises  . .  . .  .  .  . .  „ .  70 


253 


Carried  forward 


I 
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Nature  of  Complaint. 

Brought  forward 
Keeping  of  animals 
Insect  Pests 

Rats  and  mice  infestation 
Accumulation  of  refuse.  . 

Dustbins  not  emptied 
Overcrowding 
Caravan  dwellers 
Request  to  call  . . 

Miscellaneous . 


No.  received. 

1942 

.  253 

4 
14 
53 
1 

1 

11 

25 


Total 


362 


Each  complaint  is  investigated  and  any  necessary  action  taken. 

(4)  Record  of  Nuisances  abated  and  Work  Done. 

During  the  year  1942,  the  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  or.  work 
done,  either  as  a  result  of  informal  or  statutory  action,  is  as  follows:— 

1942 

i.  As  a  result  of  informal  notice . 393 

ii.  As  a  result  of  statutory  action .  19 


Total 


412 


(e)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

No  action  during  the  year. 


(/)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

Factories  Act  1937  # 

The  following  tables  show  the  inspections  of  factories,  workshops 

and  workplaces,  together  with  the  defects  found  and  remedied. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Totals 

1942 
j-  136 

1942 

13 

— 

136 

13 
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2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 


Particulars 


Found 


Remedied 


NUISANCES  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  ACTS:— 

Want  of  cleanliness.  . 

Want  of  ventilation .  . 

Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances 

insufficient 


1942 


1 

3 


1 


unsuitable  or 

defective 
not  separate 

for  sexes 
the  Factory  and 


Sanitary 
Accommodation 

Offences  under 

Workshop  Acts : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  54) 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  and  offences  under  the  Sec- 
•  tions  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac¬ 
tories  and  Workshops  (Transfer 
of  Powers)  Order  1921) 


29 

10 

6 


1942 


1 

3 


Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 


29 

10 

6 


Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 


Totals  . .  .  .  .  .  49 

j  49 

I 

— 

Out-work  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  111. 

Nature  of  work 

Instances 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Nil  . 

Totals 

•  •  •  •  .  . 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

°  ,vuc  wlcivcu  ii um  ri.ivjL.  inspector  ol 

Factones  referring  to  defects  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(g)  Houses-let-in-Lodgings. 

Byelaws  under  Section  6,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

No  action  during  the  year. 

(h)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Byelaws  under  Section  240,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

I  here  are  4  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  City,  2  in  High 

rhomas'<  the  Church  Army  Hostel,  and  2  Charles  Street 
St.  Ebbes  .  ' 
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The  accommodation  available  is  as  follows:— 


No.  of  Beds. 

No.  57  High  Street 

. .  . .  •  •  13 

Nos.  65  and  66  High  Street  . . 

. .  . .  . .  13 

Church  Army  Hostel  . . 

.  62 

2  Charles  Street . 

. .  . .  . .  42 

Total  number  of  beds 

.  130 

, * 

The  whole  of  the  above  accommodation  is  for  males  and  there  are 
no  beds  available  in  the  City  for  females. 

(i)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Byelaws  under  Section  268,  ditto.  , 

No  action  during  the  year. 

(j)  Offensive  Trades. 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

Byelaws  under  Section  108,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

There  is  only  1  offensive  trade  carried  on  in  the  City,  being  a  tripe 
boiler.  In  general,  the  work  is  carried  on  without  nuisance. 

(k)  Canal  Boats. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Canal  Boats  Regulations. 

No  new  boats  were  registered  during  the  year  and  the  total  number 
on  the  register  remains  at  20. 

(/)  Rats  and  Mice. 

Rats  and  Mice  ( Destruction )  Act,  1919. 

During  1942  242  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  the  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice  and  rat  poisons  and  bait  were  distributed  free  of  charge 
from  the  Public  Health  Department. 

(m)  Rag  Flock. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Acts  during  the  year  and  no  samples 
were  obtained. 

(n)  University  Lodgings. 

*  Xhe  City  Council  entered  into  an  agreement  which  took  effect  from 
1st  April,  1936,  whereby  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  the 
Sanitary  Officer  to  the  University  Delegacy  of  Lodgings. 

The  inspection  of  University  Lodgings  involves;— 
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(a)  detailed  inspections  in  the  case  of  applications  for  licences 
(including  a  complete  list  of  the  drainage  system) ;  and 

(b)  an  annual  inspection  of  all  licenced  lodgings. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  personally  responsible  for  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  all  new  lodgings  but  the  annual  inspections  are  carried  out  by 
the  District  Sanitary  Inspector.  Reports  are  submitted  to  the  Controller 

of  Lodgings,  with  whom  very  close  co-operation  is  maintained  in  all 
aspects  of  the  work. 

During  1942  a  total  of  7  visits  were  paid  to  University  Lodgings. 

(' o )  Shops. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Although  the  Chief  Constable  is  the  Inspector  under  the  Shops  Acts, 
the  City  Council  appointed  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  as  the  Inspector 
for  all  the  purposes  of  Section  10,  Shops  Act,  1934,  and,  also  for  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  relating  to  seats  for  female  shop 
assistants.  The  effect  of  this  arrangement  is  that  the  Chief  Sanitary 

Inspector  is  responsible  for  enforcing  the  whole  of  the  health  and  sanitary 

provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts. 

\ 

Duting  1942,  a  total  of  11  visits  were  paid  to  shops. 
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SECTION  VII 

HOUSING. 

Report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
(A)  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons 


Total 

1942 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:— 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  Housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 

1932  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  . 


178 

974 
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196 


87 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  . .  •  •  *  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  •  ^ 


(B)  HOUSING  ADMINISTRATION. 

(1)  Individually  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  1942  the  following  work  was  carried  out  under  the 
superv  sion  of  the  Sanitary  Staff,  details  of  which  appear  in  the  following 

fable. 
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DETAILS  OF  HOUSING  REPAIRS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1942. 


Nature  of  repairs 


Housing 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 
Chimney  Stacks  repaired  or  renewed 
Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 
Rainwater  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed .  . 
External  walls  repaired  or  repointed  .  . 
Window  and  Door  Sills  repaired  or  renewed 
Dampness  abated: — 

i.  repairs  to  roof 

ii.  repairs  to  gutters  or  rain  water  pipes 

iii.  repairs  to  external  walls 

iv.  waterproofing  of  internal  walls.  . 

v.  D.P.C.  provided 

vi.  D.P.  plinth  provided 
Sub-Floor  Ventilation  provided 
Sub-Floor  Ventilators  repaired  or  renewed 
Through  Ventilation  provided 
Permanent  Ventilation  provided 

Yard  or  Passage  Surface  paved  or  repaired 

Wall  Plaster  repaired 

Ceiling  Plaster  repaired 

Walls  cleansed  or  redecorated 

Ceilings  cleansed  or  redecorated 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

Sashcords  provided 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  .  . 

Firegrates  or  Ranges  repaired  or  renewed  . 
New  Sinks  provided 
New  Sink  W.P.s  provided 
Separate  Water  Supply  provided 
'  Washing  Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 
Washhouses  rebuilt  or  repaired 
Washing  Accommodation  provided  .  . 
Ventilated  Food  Stores  provided  .  . 

Food  Stores  repaired  or  improved 
Refuse  Receptacles  provided 
Verminous  Rooms  disinfected 
Miscellaneous  Housing  items 

Totals 


Number  completed  after 


Preliminary 

Notice 

Statutory 

Notice 

1942 

1942 

17 

3 

— 

2 

5 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

_____ 

5 

_ _ 

6 

_____ 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

11 

- 

2 

1 

10 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1 

5 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

5 

— 

19 

10 

1 

131 

19 

(2)  Clearance  Areas. 

No  action  during  the  year. 

(3)  Re-development  Area. 

No  action  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  VIII 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


(A.)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Milk  ( Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

(1)  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  particulars  as  recorded  in  the 
registers  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1942. 

1942 
13 
33 
12 
70 
12 


No.  of  persons  registered  as  cowkeepers 
No.  of  premises  used  as  cowsheds 
No.  of  cowkeepers  who  are  also  retailers  of  milk 
No.  of  persons  registered  as  dairymen,  with  dairies 
No.  of  shops  selling  bottled  milk  only 
No.  of  persons  registered  as  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  including 

dairymen 

During  1942,  the  following  visits  were  paid  to  dairy  premises: — 
Cowsheds 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 


132 


42 

170 


Total 


212 


(2)  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

(a)  Tubercle  bacilli. 

During  1942,  31  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli;  1  or  3.22  per  cent  gave  a  positive  result. 

Details  of  one  positive  result  was  forwarded  to  the  appropriate 
County  Council  and  the  affected  cows  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 

Order  1938. 

(b)  Cleanliness. 

During  1942,  6  samples  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
by  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  and  also  for  the  presence  of  coliform 

organisms. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  may  be  summarised  as  follows; — - 
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i.  Methylene  BUie  Test. 

The  standard  adopted  is  that  for  "Accredited”  milk,  viz.,  a  sample 
taken  at  any  date  from  the  1st  May  to  the  31st  October  is  regarded  as 
satisfying  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  for  the  presence  of  bacteria 
if  it  fails  to  decolourise  the  methylene  blue  in  4\  hours.  A  sample  taken 
at  any  date  from  the  1st  November  to  the  30th  April  is  regarded  as 
satisfying  the  test  if  it  fails  to  decolourise  the  methylene  blue  in  5|  hours. 

5,  or  83.4  per  cent  of  the  samples  were  up  to  standard  and  1  or  16.6 
per  cent  below  it  in  1942. 


ii.  Coliform  Organisms. 

The  standard  adopted  is  that  for  "Accredited”  Milk,  viz.,  absence  of 
coliform  organisms  in  one-hundredth  of  a  millilitre. 

The  condition  of  the  samples  as  regards  coliform  organisms  was  as 
follows : — 

Coliform  organisms. 

Not  found  in  1  ml.  or  less 
Present  in  1  ml.  but  not  in  less 
Present  in  0.1  ml.  but  not  in  less 

Present  in  0.01  ml.  but  not  in  less 
Present  in  0.001  ml . 

/ 

Total . 


Nos. 

1942 

2 


2 

4 

—  4 

6 


It  will  be  seen  that  2  or  33.3  per  cent  were  up  to  standard,  4  or  66.7 
per  cent  below  it  in  1942. 


iii.  Summary  and  remarks. 

During  1942,  6  separate  portions  of  non-graded  milk  were  examined. 
2,  or  33.3  per  cent  were  up  to  “Accredited"  standard  and  4,  or  66.7  per 
cent  below  such  standard. 

Of  the  4  unsatisfactory  samples,  2  were  below  standard  as  regards 
methylene  blue  only;  1  as  regards  coliform  organisms  only;  and  1  in 
both  respects. 
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(3)  Graded  Milk. 

Milk  (. Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  during  the  year  1942:- 


1942 

1 

9 

6 


2 

3 


Licence  to  produce  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  . . 

Licence  to  bottle  and  retail  “Tuberculin  Tested  milk 

Licence  to  pasteurise  milk  . .  •  •  •  •  *  *  *  * 

Supplementary  licence  to  retail  “Tuberculin  Tested  (Certifie  ) 

milk  and  “Tuberculin  Tested”  .  .  . 

Licence  to  produce  “Accredited”  milk  •  •  •  •  ••  ** 

During  the  year  1942  samples  of  Graded  milk  were  obtained  as 
follows : — 

“Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)”  . .  •  •  *  * 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  . .  •  •  •  •  •  *  *  *  * '  ’ '  _ 

“Accredited”  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  *  * '  *  *  *  *  ^ 

“Pasteurised” 

2  or  66  6  per  cent  of  the  samples  in  1942  of  “Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
were  up  to  the  prescribed  standard  and  1  or  33.4  per  cent  below  standard. 
The  sample  below  standard  was  unsatisfactory  as  regards  methylene  blue 

and  coliform  organisms. 

3  or  75  0  per  cent  of  the  samples  in  1942  of  ‘'Pasteurised”  milk  were 
up  to  the  prescribed  standard  and  1  or  25.0  per  cent  below  standard 
The  sample  below  standard  was  unsatisfactory  as  regards  total  bacterial 

count  only. 


(B.)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Public  Health  (. Meat )  Regulations,  1924. 

(1)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  following  figures  show  the  extent  of  the  work  of  Meat  Inspection 
for  the  years  1938 — 1942. 


Year 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 


Total  number  of 
animals  inspected. 


28,201 

29,526 

81,988 

70,322 

48,529 


Total  number  of 
visits  in  connection 
with  meat  inspection. 


5,157 

4,365 

952 

984 

1,095 
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The  following  summary  shows  the  work  done  under  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations  during  the  year  1942: — 


No.  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses,  etc. 
No.  of  carcasses  examined: — 

Bulls  . 

Bullocks . 

Cows  . 

Heifers . 

Calves . 

Sheep  . 

Swine  . 


1942 

1095 


142 

2,220 

1,365 

1,999 

6,211 

-  11,937 

26,909 

9,683 


Total 


48,529 


As  a  result  of  these  inspections,  various  diseased  or  unsound  con¬ 
ditions  were  discovered  as  detailed  in  the  following  tables.  The  amount 
of  tuberculosis  met  with  is  shown  in  Table  1  and  other  diseased  conditions 
in  Table  2.  Table  3  shows  the  number  of  carcasses  inspected  and  the 
percentage  incidence  of  disease.  Table  4  shows  the  amount  of  meat  dealt 
with  on  account  of  decomposition. 


TABLE  1.  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS. 


Portion  dealt  with 

Bo 

vines 

1 

3igs 

Tc 

Bovin 

)TALS 

es  &  Pigs 

No. 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

No. 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

No. 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Entire  carcasses  and  all  organs 
Hindquarters 

Forequarters 

Portions  of  Meat 

Heads 

Lungs 

Livers 

Stomachs 

Mesenteries 

Intestines 

Plucks 

Hearts 

Spleens 

Skirts 

Kidneys 

Udders  .  . 

152 

13 

40 
20 

623 

962 

264 

14 

15 
22 
32 

41 
52 

4 

4 

80,589 

1,874 

5,337 

1,334 

20,151 

11,764 

3,933 

361 

429 

136 

204 

79 

125 

19 

53 

67 

1 

34 

2 

1,764 

179 

8 

4,762 

208 

2 

10,190 

50 

788 

7 

22,463 

440 

26 

3,810 

1,260 

5 

219 

14 

74 

22 

2,387 

1,141 

272 

14 
4,762 

15 
230 

32 

41 

52 

6 

4 

90,779 

1,924 

6,125 

1,341 

42,614 

12,204 

3,959 

361 

3,810 

429 

1,396 

204 

79 

125 

24 

53 

Totals 

2,258 

126,388 

7,027 

39,039 

9,285 

165,427 
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TABLE  2 


DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS 


1942. 
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Kind  of 
Animal 

Diseases,  etc. 

Whole  car¬ 
cass  and 
all  organs 

Portions 

of 

carcasses 

! 

Hearts 

Heads 

with 

Tongues 

Heads 

1 

Lungs 

i 

L 

vers 

Tongues 

Kidneys 

Pli 

lcks 

abdom¬ 

inal 

Viscera 

Skirts 

Total  car¬ 
casses  and 
all  Organs 

No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

■  No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

No. 

i  lbs. 

• 

j  No. 

lbs. 

No. 

lbs. 

Abscesses  . . 

,  , 

— 

— 

6 

93 

1  — 

i 

3 

96 

15 

209 

188 

3032 

_ 

_  .  . 

8 

42 

i 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

4 

223 

3488 

Actinomycosis 

.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

380 

1305 

14 

396 

. 

- 

_ 

— 

11 

59 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

406 

1762 

Angioma 

163 

2819 

163 

2819 

Bruising  and  Injuries 

1 

400 

33 

1196,  — 

34 

1596 

Congestion  . . 

l 

J 

— 

— 

- - 

_ 

, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

49 

1 

15 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

6 

1 

2 

— 

— 

6 

72 

Distomatosis 

.  . 

— 

— 

- _ 

* 

_ 

_ 

. 

5 

60 

126C 

13278 

12651 

13338 

Echinococcus  Cysts 

.  . 

19 

190 

13 

142 

32 

322 

Emaciation.  . 

18 

4854 

18 

4854 

Emphysema 

.  . 

1  - 

— 

— 

— 

1  - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

20 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

■ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20 

Fatty  Degeneration 

1 

9 

193 

— 

9 

193 

Fevered 

.  . 

1 

410 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

- . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

410 

c/) 

Gangrene  . . 

,  , 

— 

— 

1 

14 

1 

14 

M 

Immaturity 

3 

104 

«— i 

Inflammation 

1 

12 

1 

15 

6 

28 

2 

6 

10 

61 

> 

Jaundice 

.  , 

1 

82 

1 

82 

o 

Johnes  Disease 

,  , 

2 

444 

2 

444 

>-H 

Mastitis 

,  . 

— 

— 

6 

148 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

148 

Melanosis  .  . 

4 

6 

1 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

12 

. _ 

_ 

— 

7 

20 

Moribund  .  . 

,  . 

6 

878 

6 

878 

Necrosis 

4 

10 

_ 

1 

1 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

11 

Nephritis 

21 

82 

21 

82 

Oedema 

.  . 

4 

1915 

4 

408 

.  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

8 

2323 

Pericarditis.  . 

,  . 

4 

24 

Peritonitis  .  . 

,  . 

2 

1136 

5 

74 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

50 

_ 

_ 

15 

1260 

Pleurisy 

13 

161 

13 

161 

Pneumonia 

.  . 

1 

65 

17 

169 

18 

234 

Tumours 

.  . 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

14 

_ 

1 

7 

6 

84 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

33 

— 

— 

10 

138 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

1 

62 

1 

62 

Abscesses  .  . 

— 

— 

8 

41 

2 

2 

1 

4 

15 

40 

5 

11 

1 

1 

6 

33 

2 

10 

_ 

_ 

40 

142 

Asphyxia 

2 

94 

2r 

94 

Bruising  and  Injuries 

.  . 

— 

— 

23 

99 

23 

99 

Congestion  .  . 

.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ _ 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Distomatosis 

946 

1972 

946 

1972 

Echinococcus  Cysts 

29 

52 

72 

141 

101 

193 

Emaciation . . 

.  . 

13 

495 

13 

495 

P-i 

W 

Fevered 

.  . 

1 

39 

1 

39 

w 

Moribund  . . 

6 

417 

6 

417 

X 

Necrosis 

1 

2 

1 

2 

in 

Nephritis 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

_ ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Oedema 

.  . 

8 

359 

1 

9 

_ 

9 

368 

Parasitic 

5 

15 

67 

125 

72 

140 

Pericarditis .  . 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

7 

5 

7 

5 

Peritonitis  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

6 

2 

10 

_ 

_ 

5 

20 

Pleurisy 

— 

— 

1 

13 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10 

35 

11 

48 

Pneumonia 

1 

52 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

30 

13 

83 

Abscesses  .  . 

,  , 

4 

453 

7 

no 

, 

_ 

3 

9 

_ 

_ 

4 

24 

_ 

_ 

! 

_ 

18 

596 

Bruising  and  Injuries 

.  . 

— 

— 

12 

189 

12 

189 

Cirrhosis 

% 

402 

1206 

402 

1206 

Congestion  .  . 

2462 

7386 

19 

57 

— 

— 

— 

— 

104 

624 

— 

— 

— 

2585 

8067 

Cysts 

_ 

13 

39 

4 

2 

17 

41 

Emaciation . . 

•  • 

3 

366 

3 

366 

Fatty  Degeneration 

.  . 

3 

12 

3 

12 

Fevered 

.  . 

75 

3257 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

78 

3272 

W 

Inflammation 

.  . 

2 

136 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

6 

_ 

■ _ 

_ 

— 

5 

3 

3 

22 

2 

9 

_ 

_ 

14 

177 

HH 

Moribund  .  . 

,  . 

17 

2342 

17 

2342 

£ 

Necrosis 

,  , 

1 

2 

1 

2 

tn 

Nephritis 

4 

3 

Pericarditis . . 

.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Peritonitis  . . 

•  • 

1 

62 

136 

414 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

' _ 

_ 

140 

481 

Pleurisy 

.  . 

3 

125 

228 

683 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

123 

— 

— 

— 

— 

251 

931 

Pneumonia 

•  . 

562 

1984 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

66 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

573 

2050 

Swine  Erysipelas  .  . 

•  . 

5 

296 

,  i 

5 

296 

Swine  Fever 

•  • 

20 

788 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- 

_ 

9 

27 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

43 

258 

78 

78 

_ 

_ 

150 

1151 

Unwholesome 

— 

— 

42 

324 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  • 

— 

31 

31 

— 

— 

73 

355 

Totals  . .  . .  . . 

201 

19631 

145 

2648 

16 

34 

384 

1415 

15 

400 

i 

3412^1 1144 

3322 

23661 

11 

59 

49 

138 

196 

1180 

135 

259 

4 

10 

7890 

60579 
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TABLE  3.  CARCASSES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 

1942. 


Cattle, 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

4,584 

2,484 

7,246 

29,153 

26,855 

Number  inspected 

4,584 

2,484 

7,246 

29,153 

26,855 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 
Whole  carcasses  condemned  .  . 

9 

19 

12 

31 

130 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1,034 

881 

33 

1,159 

4,317 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

22.7% 

36.2% 

0.6% 

4.1% 

16.5% 

Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcasses  condemned  .  . 

26 

117 

9 

— 

67 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

571 

786 

37 

— 

6,621 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  with  affected  tuber¬ 
culosis  • .  •  •  •  T 

•13.0% 

36.3% 

0.6% 

24.9% 

TABLE  4.  DECOMPOSITION  OF  MEAT. 

J 

1942, 


Quantity  dealt  with 

Weight 

lbs. 

English  : 

97 

Beef 

1,000 

Bovine  Tripes 

15 

„  Livers 

g 

Swine  Heads 

18 

,,  Plucks 

Imported : 

148 

Beef  . 

22 

Bacon 

4 

Swine  Livers  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  *  '  *  ‘  ‘ 

1,312 

Totals  . . 
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From  the  Tables  it  will  be  seen  that  the  quantity  of  meat  dealt  with 
during  the  year  on  account  of  disease  or  decomposition,  was  as  follows:— 


1 .  Tuberculosis 

2.  Other  diseases 

3.  Decomposition 

This  consists  of: — 
English  Meat 
Imported  Meat 


1942 

lbs. 

165,427 

60,567 

1,312 


lbs. 


227,132 

174 


227,306 


-  227,306 

It  was  not  necessary  to  seize  formally  any  meat  during  the  year  and 
no  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 


(2)  Other  Foods. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  various  food  shops  and  premises 
within  the  City,  together  with  visits  paid  to  each  during  1942: _ 


Premises 


Butchers 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers 
Fruiterers  and  greengrocers 
Grocers 

Market  stalls,  carts,  etc. 
Bakehouses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  .  . 
Cowsheds 

Ice-Cream  premises 
Restaurants 
Cold  Store 

Other  food  preparing  premises 
Miscellaneous  visits 
Visits  re  sampling 

Totals 


No. 

Visits  paid 

80 

45 

•  . 

25 

38 

•  • 

81 

14 

•  • 

79 

134 

.  . 

60 

142 

39 

51 

•  . 

73 

179 

■  . 

37 

41 

•  . 

33 

1 

•  • 

34 

20 

•  • 

1 

— 

•  . 

20 

5 

•  • 

— 

422 

•  • 

— 

256 

•  • 

562 

1,348 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections  the  following  food  stuffs  were  found 
to  be  unsound  and  were  destroyed: _ 


/ 
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Food  Stuffs. 

Weighed 

lbs. 

Unweighed 

Items 

Bacon  .  . 

614 

Butter  .  .  .  .  .  . 

98 

— 

Carrots 

13,776 

— 

Cheese 

64 

— 

Chicken 

192 

— 

Corned  Beef  .  . 

7,965 

1,200 

Eggs . 

162 

2,955 

Fish  in  Tins  .  . 

219 

3,740 

Fish,  Wet 

5,991 

— 

Fish  Roil 

93 

2 

Fish  Cakes 

16 

1,665 

Fruit  in  Tins  .  . 

v  567 

597 

Ham  .  . 

80 

— 

Jam 

2,066 

2 

Luncheon  Meat 

1,904 

85 

Meat  in  Tins  .  . 

526 

95 

Milk,  Condensed 

218 

3,665 

Sausages 

784 

17 

Tongue 

49 

— 

Vegetables  in  Tins 

359 

461 

Miscellaneous 

1,620 

1,803 

Totals  .  . 

37,363 

16,287 

(3)  Markets. 

There  are  two  markets  in  Oxford,  a  large  covered  permanent  market 
and  a  weekly  open  market  at  the  Oxpens  held  every  Wednesday. 

(4)  Slaughterhouses. 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Food's  centralised  slaughtering  scheme  only 
3  slaughterhouses  are  now  in  use  in  the  city.  These  are  subject  to  daily 
inspection,  and  several  improvements  have  been  effected. 


(C.)  ADULTERATION,  etc. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Public  Health  ( Condensed  Milk )  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. 

Public  Health  ( Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1932  and  1927. 

Public  Health  ( Preservatives ,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations ,  1925-27. 

(1)  Food  Sampling  and  Analysis. 

Table  5  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the  samples  of  food  and 
drugs  obtained  during  the  year  1942  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulter¬ 
ation)  Act,  1928,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  The  Table  also 
shows  the  result  of  the  analyses. 


In  addition  to  the  samples  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst,  83 

informal  samples  of  milk  were  examined  during  1942  in  the  Public  Health 

Department  by  the  Gerber  Process,  and  34  or  40.9  per  cent  were  found  to 
be  below  standard. 


I  he  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939,  lay  down  that  unless  milk  con¬ 
tains  a  minimum  of  3  per  cent  fat  and  8.5  per  cent  solids-not-fat,  it  shall, 
until  the  contrary  is  proved,  be  deemed  to  have  been  adulterated.  The 

Q  VATO  rro  4-  ^  _  •  j  *  r 


follows 


16  samples  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst 
83  samples  examined  by  the  Gerber  process 
99  total  samples .  . 

(2)  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929. 

No  action  taken  during  year. 


c  examined  in  1942  is  as 

Milk 

Solids 

Total 

fat 

not-fat 

solids 

per  cent 

per  cent 

per  cent 

3.78 

8.46 

12.24 

3.67 

8.43 

12.10 

3.68 

8.44 

12.12 

(3)  Condensed  and  Dried  Milk. 

No  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  Condensed  Milk  and  Dried 
Milk  Regulations  during  the  year. 


(4)  Cases  of  adulteration  and  action  taken. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  adulteration  found  and  the 
action  taken. 


No.  of 
sample 


Infor- 

For- 

mal 

mal 

1 

2 

4 

36 

71 

19 

20 

90 

103 

104 

105 

107 

i  < 


Article 


Nature  of  Adulteration 


Butter 

Butter 

Lemon 

Cordial 

Fruit 

Cocktail 

Fruit 

Cocktail 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 


Contains  100%  Margarine 
Contains  100%  Margarine 
Contains  no  sugar  or  fruit  con¬ 
stituent 

Contains  no  fruit  juice 

Contains  no  fruit  juice 

Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of 
1.48% 

Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of 

.22% 

Contains  16.6%  of  added  water 
Contains  18.82%  of  added  water 
Contains  10.47%  of  added  water 
Contains  7.3%  of  added  water 
.  Contains  15.53%  of  added  water 


Action  taken 


Warning  letter  sent 
Warning  letter  sent 
Warning  letter  sent 

Warning  letter  sent 

Warning  letter  sent 

Warning  letter  sent 

Warning  letter  sent 

Warning  letter  sent 
Warning  letter  sent 
Warning  letter  sent 
Warning  letter  sent 
Warning  letter  sent 


52 


53 


TABLE  5.  1942. 


Article 

N 

o.  of  Samples 

No.  Genuine 

l  l 

No 

.  Adulterated 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

1 

Informal 

Total 

Anti-Gas  Ointment  No.  2 

_ 

6 

6 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Astringent  Lotion 

— 

1 

1 

■ — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder  .  . 

- ; 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

-  . 

— 

Balsam  of  Honey 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Beef  Cubes 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

_ - 

— 

Bun  Flour 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Butter 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

2 

2 

Castor  Oil 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cherrv  Linctus  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

-C- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  flavoured  Semolina  .  . 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Spread 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Cup 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Dates  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Fudge  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

T — 

1 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cocoa 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee  Extract 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Cough  Mixture 

— . 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder  Substitute 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Egg  Substitute 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Evaporated  Milk 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Cakes 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Paste 

— 

5 

o 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Flavoured  Spread 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Formamint  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fruit  Cocktail 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Fruit  Sauce 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Fullers  Earth 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gin  Cocktail 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger  Wine 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glauber  Salts 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gravy  Salt 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Ichthammal  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  Copper  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Jelly  Crystals 

— 

1 

1 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Cordial 

1 

6 

6 

1 

4 

5 

— 

1 

1 

Meat  Extract 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  . 

16 

• — 

16 

9 

— 

9 

7 

— 

7 

Mineral-Vitamin  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mineral  Water 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mixed  Spice 

— 

4 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Mustard  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Cordial  . . 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  Flour  » 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Raisin  Flavoured  Wine  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Rice  Pudding  Powder  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Saccharine  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Salad  Dressing  Powder  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— — • 

— 

Self  Raising  Flour 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

' 

— 

Skimmed  Milk  Powder  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

' 

— 

— 

Spinach  Baby  Food 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Steamed  Pudding  Mixture 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Table  Cream 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

’ 

— 

Totals  . . 

18 

94 

112 

10 

90 

100 

8 

4 

12 

/ 
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(D.)  MISCELLANEOUS. 

(1)  Merchandise  Marks  and  Orders. 

No  action  during  the  year. 

(2)  Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Act. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 
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